
ANNEX 2 

Instruction in accomplishing Philippine Catch Certificate and Re-Export 

Certificate 

 

1. The boxes, “document number” and “validating authority”, are used to identify the 

document and the authority which validates it, and are therefore reserved for this 

purpose and must be filled in only by BFAR which is the validating authority; 
 

2. The “document number” shall include the following: 

a. “ISO code for each flag State” (608 in the case of the Philippines); 

b. “Identifying code for the competent authority” (BFAR + Region); 

c. “Company code”; 

d. “Year of validation”, and, 

e. “Number in continuous series”. 
 

3. An example of a document number is “608-BFAR12-FFC-2011-0001”, which is filed 

by Frabelle Fishing Corporation (FFC) in BFAR Region 12 and validated by that 

region. Annex 4 contains the list of codes of commercial fishing companies in the 

Philippines; 
 

4. The information required in the box “Validating Authority” shall be filled up by the 

BFAR, which information is specific to the concerned BFAR Central or Regional 

Office; 
 

5. The box, “Vessel Details”, shall contain the details of the vessel, which shall be used 

on the information stated in the vessel’s Commercial Fishing Vessel/Gear License 

(CFVGL) and fishing gear code used in accordance with International statistical 

classification of fishing gear. It shall also reflect the vessel’s unique identification 

number assigned by the International Maritime Organization Number (IMO) if it is 

trading internationally. For a fishing vessel operating in PNG waters, the box on 

“Fishing License- Valid to” shall contain the DWFP number, the DWFP’s expiration 

date, the vessel’s PNG number and expiration date of its PNG license; 

6. The box, “Description of Product”, refers to the product form, such as, frozen fish, 

canned tuna, canned sardines, and the like. For the box “Type of processing 

authorized on board”, the applicable terms shall be freezing, brine freezing, ice 

chilling and similar processing terminologies; 



7. The box, “Reference of applicable conservation and management measures”, 

refers to the conservation and management measures for the species for which the 

Catch Certificate is being issued. It can either be a measure adopted by the flag State 

or by an RFMO to which the flag State is a party.  

8. The “Species and Product Code” refer to the species’ English name, scientific name 

and the product code, respectively. The product code is based on its six-digit tariff 

code under the Harmonized System, which is made available online by the EC 

through the website http://mkaccdb.eu.int on the page on Applied Tariff Database. 

To illustrate, for frozen skipjack, the scientific name shall be Katsuwonus pelamis and 

the product code shall be 0303.43; 

9. The box, “Catch area and Dates”, shall indicate where and when the catches were 

made. The catch data may either be the Philippine EEZ or Philippine Archipelagic 

Waters (Philippine AW), High Seas or Coastal State EEZ (such as PNG EEZ), while the 

dates refer to the dates when the catches were made as reflected in the logsheet; 

10. The box “Estimated weight to be landed”, shall be filled in if all the fish from one 

landing, either in the flag State or another port State, is exported to the EU in one 

consignment. The “Estimated weight to be landed in kg” is the weight, in kilograms, 

to be filled out by the fishing company, which may only be an estimate of the gross 

weight to be landed; 

11. The box “Net catch weight in kg”, shall be filled in case the fishery products are 

landed in third countries before exportation to the EU. It should indicate the weight 

of the catches, after landing, that are intended to be exported to the EU. This box 

should be used if the landing did not take place under the supervision of a competent 

authority.   

12. The box, “Verified weight landed (net catch weight in kg) where appropriate”, 

shall be filled in only by BFAR after validation of the total weight of the consignment 

by designated BFAR personnel at landing. The verified weight shall also be reflected 

in the Catch Origin Landing Declaration. If landing is carried out in the port of PNG, 

the weight shall be based on the Fish Origin Declaration Form or fish summary/sizing 

report; 

13. The boxes, “Name of Master of Fishing Vessel or of fishing license holder - 

Signature”, shall be filled out, signed and sealed or stamped by the captain/master 

of the fishing vessel or a duly designated/authorized representative of the fishing 



company. In case where the catches are not landed in a port of the flag State, the duly 

designated or authorized representative of the fishing company may sign in this box 

and have the same validated by designated BFAR personnel of the nearest BFAR 

Office. Only the names of the duly designated/authorized representative which were 

submitted by the fishing companies to BFAR prior to January 1, 2010, together with 

a copy of the representative’s company identification card, six specimen signatures 

and a sample of the stamp or seal shall be recognize. Amendments to the list of 

representatives must be with prior notice to BFAR and must be supported with the 

requirements. Electronic transmission shall be considered in the future and shall be 

developed for the purpose of ease and convenience of the transaction without 

compromising security. 

14. The box, “Declaration of Transshipment at Sea”, shall be filled up jointly by the 

masters of the fishing vessel and the receiving vessel or their authorized 

representatives. A copy of the Transshipment Certificate evidencing the act of 

transshipment at sea shall be submitted to the BFAR Regional Office where the fish 

is to be finally unloaded for verification purposes and for the issuance of a Catch 

Origin Landing Declaration, whenever appropriate. The general format of the 

Transshipment Certificate is shown in Annex 8. 

15. The box, “Transshipment and/or landing authorization within port area”, shall 

be filled out by the competent authority responsible for the control of the 

transshipment port of the country where the transshipment takes place. A copy of 

the Transshipment Certificate evidencing the act of transshipment at port shall be 

submitted to the BFAR Regional Office where the fish is to be finally unloaded for the 

verification and subsequent issuance of a Catch Origin Landing Declaration, if 

appropriate. If the transshipment was conducted at port in PNG, a copy of the original 

Fish Origin Declaration Form issued by the competent authority shall be submitted. 

The Seal (stamp) of the Port Authority where the unloading takes place shall stamp 

their Official Seal on designated box. If applicable, it shall also reflect the receiving 

Vessel details, such as its name, registration number and IMO number, including the 

company’s seal (stamp). 

16. The box, “Name and Address of the Exporter”, shall be accomplished by the 

Exporter, who may be a cannery, a processor or the fishing company if it directly 

exports its catch to a member country of the EU. 



17. The box, “Flag State Authority Validation”, shall be accomplished and signed by the 

authorized signatories of the BFAR Central Office or BFAR Regional Office only after 

they are satisfied with the information in the Catch Certificate and have no grounds 

to doubt its exhaustiveness and accuracy and the compliance with applicable 

management and conservation measures. 

18. The exporter shall provide the transport detail, including point of destination in 

Section 10 of the Regular Catch Certificate, which must be summarized in the 

document “Transport Details” and forms part of the Regular Catch Certificate. 

19. The exporter shall prepare and fill out such number of the transport details and the 

validating authority shall validate such number of Regular Catch Certificates as may 

be necessary to correspond to the number of consignments being shipped out which 

have been derived from the verified weight of the landed fish catch. 

20. Section 11 to 13 of the Regular Catch Certificate and Re-Export Certificate shall be 

left blank as these Sections pertain to the Import and Customs Authority to the 

importing country that require Catch Certificates. 

 

 


