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DA-BFAR: A STRONG INSTITUTION 
FOR A VIBRANT FISHERY SECTOR

This edition of Fish Files is special to the Bureau of Fisheries 

and Aquatic Resources as it features two important occasions 

close to the Bureau’s heart: the agency’s founding anniversary and 

the celebration of the Fish Conservation Week. BFAR’s founding 

anniversary celebration is made all the more memorable by the 

inauguration of the BFAR’s new headquarters in the Fisheries 

Building Complex. BFAR, in its all 74 years of existence, has truly 

come home; and with being in its own home, it promises a more 

efficient, comfortable, one-stop kind of service to its clientele. As 

a symbolic gesture of its steadfast commitment to the Philippine 

fisheries sector, BFAR welcomed its very first client into its new 

home. With BFAR in its new headquarters, a new chapter has 

opened.

 

The celebration of the Fish Conservation Week, which is now 

celebrated every third week of September, is part of the month-long 

observation of the Maritime and Archipelagic Nation Awareness 

Month (MANA Mo). Integral to BFAR’s mandate is striking a balance 

between conservation and protection of the Philippine marine 

and aquatic resources and sustainable production of fishery 

commodities. Increasing the production of our fisheries resources 

does not have to cost their ecological integrity; BFAR has crafted 

policies and implemented programs to sustainably manage our 

marine and aquatic resources in order to better the lives of Filipino 

fishers and contribute greatly to the attainment of a food secure 

Philippines. 
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DA-BFAR Inaugurates New Building

After more than seven decades of anticipation, the Department of Agriculture-Bureau of Fisheries 
and Aquatic Resources (DA-BFAR) now has a building which it can call home. On July 21, 2021, the 
Bureau, led by Agriculture Secretary William D. Dar and BFAR National Director Eduardo B. Gongona, 
inaugurated its new building in Quezon City.

Not far from its previous location at the Philippine Coconut Authority, BFAR’s central office is currently 
situated in the Fisheries Building complex inside the Bureau of Plant Industry compound in Brgy. Vasra, 
Visayas Avenue.

The building’s more spacious premises and improved facilities are able to accommodate more clients, 
which is expected to result in an increased client satisfaction through a one-stop in all fisheries-related 
activities. 

After all, the new building is a testament to the invaluable contribution of every fisherfolk and fisheries 
stakeholders in ensuring food production and security in the country.

“This building is a promise to the Filipinos dependent on fish and fishery resources for food and 
livelihood that we commit to providing them our most effective, efficient, and best quality service,” 
Director Gongona said.

In the same manner, the DA-BFAR’s new headquarters is able to provide its members a more conducive 
environment and structure to deliver better public service – a testament to the bureau’s unwavering 
commitment to quality service. The new building fosters humility among current employees to look up 
to previous public servants who served with great passion even with modest resources.

However, just like any dream home, the bureau endured several challenges on its journey.

Before having its permanent government-owned building, BFAR had rented spaces in different 
properties and was uprooted several times. In spite of this, the hope of settling one day did not waver. In 
2012, the groundbreaking finally commenced in the very space where the new building stands proud.

“
Our fisheries stakeholders and clientele will now experience the 
convenience of availing our frontline services in a bigger structure 
with facilities designed to hasten up our systems and procedures.

—  Secretary Dar

“
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Yet, again, the succeeding nine years proved to be a test of commitment for the bureau and its officials 
– painstaking back-and-forth with construction partners regarding procurement, building compliance, 
and the construction itself. All of these hurdles cemented the bureau’s dedication of serving the fisheries 
sector to the fullest. It was through open and consistent dialogues with partners that the inauguration 
occurred with a great sense of accomplishment.

Grateful for all the support the bureau has garnered throughout the years, a thanksgiving mass was 
held on the day of inauguration. Employees, through live streaming, attended the mass while BFAR 
regional directors and DA assistant secretaries and undersecretaries joined Rev. Fr. Jude Besinga in the 
celebration of the Eucharist with physical distancing being observed.

Meanwhile, the unveiling of the plaque of dedication and the ribbon cutting were led by Secretary Dar, 
Director Gongona, DA Usec. Cheryl Marie Natividad-Caballero, and Usec. Waldo R. Carpio. To show 
how clients will be attended to, a ceremonial acceptance of a client was done with a fisherfolk from 
Region 3 serving as the first ever client of BFAR in its new headquarters.

Lastly, to cap off the ceremony, a blessing rite was conducted to bless each office and facilities in the new 
building.

With a fresh start for BFAR and its employees, Secretary Dar aims to recover the agri-fisheries sector 
embattled by the COVID-19 pandemic through continuous innovation of policy reforms, enhancing 
fisherfolk resiliency, and game-changing platforms.

“More than a year into the agri-fisheries sector’s battle against the COVID19 pandemic, we are now on 
our way to recovery as a result of the various efforts we implement to ensure unhampered production 
and delivery of fish and other fishery products anywhere in the archipelago,” he expressed.

Some of the strategies Secretary Dar identified include the full implementation of Vessel Monitoring 
System (VMS) and the Integrated Marine Environment Monitoring Systems (IMEMS), the establishment 
of Agro-industrial Business Corridors (ABCs) in every fisheries management area and spatially defined 
inter-regional or economic growth hubs, and the formation of market linkages and business-to-business 
connectivity through KADIWA, Oplan ISDA, and ISDA on-the-go.

To further improve the capacity of providing fisheries research, DA-BFAR expects the completion of the 
construction of the National Fisheries Research Development Institute, the research arm of the bureau, 
by next year in the same Fisheries Complex.
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DA-BFAR CELEBRATES 
74 YEARS OF 

UNWAVERING SERVICE
The 1st day of July is the founding anniversary of the Department of Agriculture’s 
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (DA-BFAR) and each year, the Bureau adds 
another year to the fruitful years of responsible management of the country’s fisheries 
and aquatic resources. With its partners from different sectors, BFAR continues to pursue 
the sustainability of the country’s fisheries and aquatic resources and the livelihood 
of the Filipino fisherfolk. But just as importantly, it is the time of the year when the 
Bureau pays tribute to the unwavering service and the steadfast commitment of its own 
workforce towards its stakeholders, to whom the Bureau continues to dedicate all the 
milestones it has achieved and celebrated so far.

THIS YEAR’S THEME

In the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic that has caused an overturn in the economy and 
the lives of many, the Bureau has continued to endeavor towards fulfilling its mandate 
of ensuring the sustainable development, improvement, management, and conservation 
of the country’s fisheries and aquatic resources. In honor of this feat, this year, the 
Bureau celebrated its 74th anniversary, with the theme, “DA-BFAR: Matatag at Sapat sa 
Serbisyo Anuman ang Hamon ng Mundo Tungo sa Masaganang Ani at Mataas na Kita 
ng Mangingisdang Pilipino”. Aside from giving honor and recognition, the theme serves 
as a reminder to the DA-BFAR community of the reason that the Bureau was founded 
– to serve the fisheries sector and remain true to its mandate no matter the challenges.

CELEBRATING VIRTUALLY

Like last year, the anniversary ceremony was held virtually through the video-
conferencing application Zoom. It started with the Holy Mass and the Flag Ceremony, 
followed by a program. The celebration was led by Agriculture Secretary William 
Dollente Dar and BFAR National Director Eduardo Gongona and was witnessed by 
DA-BFAR’s employees and officials and other invited partners in the industry.  
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CELEBRATING THE FISHERIES INDUSTRY

In his welcome message, BFAR National Director Eduardo Gongona addressed the 
DA-BFAR community and shared how the Bureau, with the last five years being under 
his leadership, has come a long way since its establishment as the country’s national 
fisheries agency. 
Fast forward to 2021, the fisheries sector, according to him, has continued to unleash 
its potentials as well as exemplify tenacity in growth and development amid challenges, 
including one of the most difficult challenges of the decade yet– the COVID-19 
pandemic.

In order to build a stronger fisheries sector capable of standing as one 
of the nation’s pillars of food security and drivers of economic recovery, 
we have formulated and put in place our own slew of science-based 
programs, projects and policies, guided by the ‘OneDA’ reform agenda of 
the Department of Agriculture in order to achieve a food secure nation 
and ‘Masaganang Ani at Mataas na Kita’ for the Filipino fisherfolk. 
This is yet another challenge that I am optimistic that we will be able to 
shoulder and deliver just like how we did in the last five years.

— BFAR National Director Eduardo B. Gongona

In the last five years, the fisheries sector faced and eventually progressed in overcoming 
some of its major challenges such as the country’s 11-year declining trend in fisheries 
performance, which by the end of 2018 has finally recorded a positive growth of 1.04%, 
as well as the wide-ranging poverty in fisherfolk communities that has now significantly 
decreased from 36.9% in 2015 to 26.2% in 2018.

He attributes these recent breakthroughs in the history of the Philippine fisheries 
sector to the various policies, programs, and activities of the Bureau in the last five 
years, implemented in collaboration with the local government units, other national 
government agencies, non-governmental organizations, the academe and all the 
members of the fisheries industry.

A NEW CHALLENGE

Serving as the highlight of the virtual ceremony, Secretary William Dar delivered his 
message to congratulate the agency and at the same time issue a new challenge to surpass 
what it has done in the past years. 

“
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These past years, the agri-fishery sector has been caught in a perfect 
storm, from the Taal Volcano eruption, the ASF outbreak, up until the 
typhoons and natural disasters, which wrought havoc during the latter 
part of 2020. But bravely and with steadfast confidence in the future, we 
are on the path to recovery and the fishery subsector should be one of 
the levers towards our growth target of 2.5% this year. Together, let us 
make farming and fishing more productive, profitable and competitive 
so that future shocks similar to this pandemic will not pose threat to 
food security.

— Secretary William D. Dar

Recognized also were the thirteen (13) interns of the DA-BFAR Central Office who 
graduated under the Mentoring and Attracting Youth in Agribusiness (MAYA) program 
of the Department of Agriculture. Coordinated by the DA’s Bureau of Agricultural 
Research (BAR), MAYA is a 24-week internship program that aims to develop young 
Filipinos into agri-fishery entrepreneurs or “agripreneurs” or possibly technocrats, 
training as future leaders of the DA or of their respective communities and local 
government units (LGUs).

Lastly, spicing up the celebration was the DA-BFAR TikTok Contest. The contest opened 
an opportunity for the employees to have fun and showcase not only their talents and 
creativity, but also their ability to cope with the latest trends. The friendly competition 
also spared employees some well-deserved time to bond with their colleagues as 
temporary escape from the weariness that the pandemic has brought the entire DA-
BFAR Community. 

All offices actively participated and submitted their respective entries, from which five 
finalists were selected. The five finalists were the Marine Fisheries Development-Vessel 
Operation Center, the Finance Division, the Director’s Office, the National Inland 
Fisheries Technology Center and the Administrative Division. Receiving the most likes 
and shares on Facebook, the Tiktok entry that won was the entry of the Marine Fisheries 
Development-Vessel Operation Center. 

“



QUOY’S GARFISH
Hyporhamphus quoyi (Valenciennes, 1847)
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  Inhabits more turbid and estuarine situations than does 
Hyporhamphus dussumieri and is not found in oceanic islands.

  Prolonged, beak-like lower jaw, shorter than head length, 
its length contained in 4.7-8.6 times in SL and 1.2-2.0 times in head 
length; upper jaw short, scaly, blunt and rounded, its width contained in 
0.5-0.6 times in its length; preorbital bone 1.75-2.15 times in diameter 
of orbit and 0.9-1.15 times in length of upper jaw; preorbital ridge 
present; posterior branch to preorbital lateral line canal present. A 
total number of gill rakers on first arch 26-39; dorsal fin rays 14-17, 
usually 16; anal fin rays 13-17, usually 15 or 16. Caudal fin forked, with 
lower lobe longer than upper.

  May enter rivers.
  

  Occurs in schools.

  Feeds on zooplanktons. 

  Distributed in Indo-West Pacific; native in the Philippines.

IUCN Red List Status: Not evaluated

Sources:
https://www.fishbase.de/summary/Hyporhamphus-quoyi.html

Common names:
Garfish, Suasid, Sa-sa, Siriw, Susay, 
Iman, Buging, Bugiw, Kansusuit, 
Kansusuwit, Siliw
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