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FOCUSING ON KEY PRIORITIES
FOR IMPROVED PRODUCTIVITY

AND SUSTAINABLE GROWTH

Clear and well-defined priorities for the fisheries sector define the 

level of its productivity and growth. Anchored on the Department of 

Agriculture’s vision of a food-secure and resilient Philippines with 

empowered and prosperous farmers and fisherfolk, the Bureau of 

Fisheries and Aquatic Resources keeps its focus on implementing 

priority programs, projects, and activities that allow the whole 

fisheries sector to maximize its potentials. 

This issue of Fish Files highlights some of the DA-BFAR’s initiatives 

which show how the government strives to ensure that the needs 

of the fisheries sector are properly addressed. It also emphasizes 

the bureau’s commitment in pursuing participatory process where 

members of the sector and other stakeholders are actively involved 

in developing strategies and in fostering a policy environment that 

breeds sustainable and inclusive progress. 

As you f lip through the pages of this issue, you will find out that 

there is one common message each story tries to convey, and 

that is the government through the DA-BFAR has clear and well-

defined priorities in carrying out its mandate. The stories relate 

that in the course of implementing the Bureau’s initiatives, whether 

in livelihood development, campaign against illegal, unreported 

and unregulated fishing, capacity building or strengthening 

partnerships, targets and expected outcomes are clear because 

the agency knows that its priority is for sustainably bolstering the 

growth of the country’s fisheries sector.

THE
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NOTE



DIRECTOR 
IN ACTION
DIRECTOR 
IN ACTION
DIRECTOR 
IN ACTION

Commodore Eduardo B. Gongona, PCG (Ret.)
  DA-BFAR National Director

DIRECTOR 
IN ACTION

  4 | FISH FILES 2nd QUARTER 2021



D
I

R
E

C
T
O

R
 I

N
 A

C
T

I
O

N

FISH FILES 2nd QUARTER 2021 | 5



Urban Aquaponics Learning Soon Possible Through 

TESDA Trainings
The government, through the Department 
of Agriculture and the Bureau of Fisheries and 
Aquatic Resources (DA-BFAR), has continued 
to promote urban agriculture in this time of 
pandemic to boost agriculture productivity 
towards ensuring food security.

As an aspect of the new normal and part of 
its Food Resiliency and Recovery Program for 
COVID-19, the DA-BFAR launched in May 2020 
a project that reintroduces urban aquaponics, 

an innovative and cost-efficient technology 
that integrates aquaculture (fish farming) and 
hydroponics (vegetable farming without the 
use of soil) in one production system. 

Through the Urban Aquaponics project, the DA-
BFAR now has a number of models of aquaponics 
system that can fit in small spaces in homes 
and backyards in urban communities. These 
models are open for replication by interested 
individuals and communities planning to start  
their own aquaponics systems. 
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Urban Aquaponics Learning Soon Possible Through 

TESDA Trainings
Operating one’s own aquaponics system 
requires technical skills and knowledge. In 
order to ensure fast and effective transfer of 
the technology to many Filipinos throughout 
the country, one of the components of 
the project is the provision of technology 
trainings and other technical assistance. 

But with a number of Filipinos taking interest 
in installing their own urban aquaponics 
systems at home or in their community, the 
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DA-BFAR needs more platforms to accelerate 
the transfer of technology across the 
archipelago. 

Partnering with other national government 
agencies such as the Technical Education and 
Skills Development Authority (TESDA) is one 
of the strategies of the department to fulfill 
this objective.



TESDA is the government agency tasked to 
manage and supervise technical education and 
skills development (TESD) in the Philippines. 
It has identified agriculture as its top priority 
and pursues to support the government’s 
food security program by strengthening and 
intensifying the delivery of agriculture-related 
training programs including the popularization 
and mainstreaming of urban farming, including 
urban aquaculture in households and 
communities in the country.

Having this common goal, the DA, through DA-
BFAR, and TESDA have decided to work together 
in order to capacitate more Filipinos on urban 
aquaponics through specialized training 
courses.

On June 9, 2021, Agriculture Secretary William 
Dar, represented by Chief-of-Staff and Usec. 
Leocadio Sebastian, and TESDA Director 
General Secretary Isidro Lapeña formalized 
the partnership by signing a memorandum 
of agreement (MOA) which constitutes a new 
joint program incorporating DA-BFAR’s urban 
aquaponics technology among TESDA’s various 
quality technical-vocational education and 
training (TVET) programs. 

Known as “Innovating Agriculture through 
Mainstreaming and Advocacy of Quality Urban 
Aquaculture through Technical-Vocational 
Education and Training” (I AM AQUA TVET), the 
program and the memorandum are effective 
for an initial period of one year and subject to 
renewal by agreement of the two parties
facilities.

DA-BFAR and TESDA Partnership
The DA-BFAR will provide the aquaponics 
system units (one large and one small), initial 
agri-fishery inputs, and technical assistance in 
the installation and maintenance of the facilities 
necessary to start the program. The Bureau will 
also lead the conduct of trainings for TESDA’s 
Regional Lead Trainers (RLTs) and assist the 
agency in the conduct of multiplier capability-
building activities for the successful cascade of 
technology and knowledge nationwide. 

For their part, the TESDA has designated its 
Green Technology Center (GTC) as the office to 
lead the implementation of the program. The 
GTC is envisioned as the country’s Green Skills 
Hub with the primary objectives of developing 
and delivering green TVET programs, developing 
models of green working environments and 
establishing green networks locally and globally. 
According to Secretary Lapeña, the training 
programs will be conducted through blended 
learning modality after the aquaponics units 
have been established at the Green Technology 
Center.

TESDA will also provide the areas for the set-
up of the aquaponics units and other training 
facilities. “I am looking into the possibility of 
taking advantage of this technology you will 
be sharing with us through setting up similar 
aquaponics systems in our TVET institutions 
nationwide. I believe this will be a good 
opportunity for our kababayans to improve 
their skills not only in the urbanized cities but 
also in the far-flung communities,” Secretary 
Lapeña added.
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With this partnership, we can promote the 
technology on a much bigger scale, covering 
more beneficiaries. I strongly believe that this 
project would strengthen and intensify the 
delivery of agriculture-related training programs 
including urban aquaculture in households and 
communities throughout the country.

Secretary Dar



Filipino Workers (OFWs), Balik Probinsya 
availees as well as small-scale farmers and 
fisherfolk with the potential and interest to 
venture into agribusiness.

Information materials on urban aquaponics 
through the Aqua-Negosyo initiative can be 
accessed online through DA-BFAR’s official 
website and YouTube channel.

Urban Aquaponics as an Aqua-Negosyo

Aside from its contribution to food security 
and like any other mature technologies on 
aquaculture, the urban aquaponics has 
excellent potential as an agribusiness capable 
of providing interested communities bountiful 
harvest and sustainable income.
The DA-BFAR believes that the key to successful 
agribusiness is acquiring the right knowledge 
and technical skills. 

Recognizing urban aquaponics’ potential as 
an agribusiness, the DA-BFAR promotes the 
technology as part of its initiative, the  “Aqua-
Negosyo Para sa Pilipino”  which provides and 
disseminates available essential information 
on mature aquaculture technologies to every 
Filipino especially to returning Overseas
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Photo by Julius Bryan G. Arcilla
Bohol, Philippines





Inspired by the wave of community 
pantries that promoted a spirit of 
community and mutual aid in the country 
amid the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Department of  Agriculture’s Bureau 
of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (DA-
BFAR) launched its own community pantry, 
the Community Fish Tray Program, which 
served various value-added and ready-to-
eat fishery products from DA-BFAR offices.
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Following the community pantry model, DA-BFAR’s version pooled various 
fishery products from DA-BFAR offices nationwide to distribute to those in need. 
However, it distinguished itself from other community pantries by serving hot 
meals similar to a community kitchen aside from offering canned and other 
ready-to-cook items. The program, which ran from May to July 2021 every 
Tuesday morning, was stationed in front of the PCA Building along Elliptical Road 
in Diliman, Quezon City and catered everyone travelling along the busy street 
while ensuring that minimum public health and safety protocols were followed.

Give what you can, take only what you need

The Community Fish Tray was made possible by contributions from DA-BFAR 
offices all over the Philippines. DA-BFAR’s national centers donated fish and 
other value-added fishery products developed in their respective centers 
including fresh pangasius from the National Inland Fisheries Technology Center; 
seaweed noodles, dried seaweeds, seaweed cracknels, and bottled alamang from 
the National Seaweed Technology Development Center; dried tilapia from the 
National Mariculture Center; and fresh tilapia from the National Freshwater 
Fisheries Technology Center. Regional offices also displayed their bayanihan 
spirit by sending assorted products including fresh and processed fish like 
canned sardines, bagoong, and dried fish from DA-BFAR regions I, II, III, V and IX, 
and vegetables from DA-BFAR CAR.

During its eight-week run, the program was able to serve a total of 1,467 
beneficiaries which include clients, passersby, and employees of the Bureau. Aside 
from this, DA-BFAR made donations consisted of sardines, rice, egg, bagoong, 
and dried fish to abandoned senior citizens of the Department of Social Welfare 
and Development – Bahay Aruga.

Community Showcase of Fish Products

In addition to offering immediate assistance, the 
Community Fish Tray also became a good avenue to 
promote value-adding techniques and technologies 
in preparing fish as it showcased a variety of new and 
creative products every week. During its pilot week, the 
DA-BFAR Fisheries Post Harvest Technology Division 
served ready-to-eat value added products such as fish 
nuggets and burgers. For the succeeding weeks, the 
Community Fish Tray Program exhibited new product 
types such as seaweed puto and served other Filipino 
fish recipes.
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THE AMENDED PHILIPPINE 
FISHERIES CODE

EXCERPT FROM RA 8550, AS AMENDED BY  RA 10654

SEC. 24. Support to Municipal Fisherfolk.– The Department and the LGUs shall provide                           
support to municipal fisherfolk through appropriate technology and research, credit, production 
and marketing assistance and other services such as, but not limited to training for  additional/
supplementary livelihood.

Rule 25.1. Working Hours of Fishworkers. – Fishworkers, on board any fishing 
vessels engaged in fishing operations, shall be classified as field personnel 
as defined under Section 82 of the Philippine Labor Code, as amended, and 
shall not be subject to the regulations on normal working hours and overtime.

SEC 25. Rights and Privileges of Fishworkers. – The fishworkers shall be entitled to the privileges 
accorded to other workers under the Labor Code, Social Security System and other benefits under 
other laws or social legislation for workers: Provided, That fishworker on board any fishing vessels 
engaged in fishing operations are hereby covered by the Philippine Labor Code, as amended.

Rule 24.1. Technology Transfer and Verification Studies. – The DA-BFAR, in 
collaboration with LGUs and other agencies, shall transfer to municipal fisherfolk, 
technologies in aquaculture, post-harvest, fishing, and other aspects of fisheries 
management, through training and extension in BFAR’s fisheries demonstration 
farms, National Fisheries Technology Centers, Regional Fishermen Training Centers 
and Regional Fisheries Outreach Station, as well as the conduct of technology 
verification studies and the establishment of pilot demonstration projects.

Rule 24.2. Marketing and Technical Assistance. – The DA-BFAR shall provide and/or 
facilitate the provision of production, market and credit information assistance for fish 
and fishery products to municipal fisherfolk. Technical assistance shall be provided 
to local fisherfolk organizations to facilitate their access to credit, and to LGUs and 
FARMCs in the establishment of fisheries management systems in municipal waters.

Rule 24.3. Organizing/Strengthening of Local Organizations. – The DA-BFAR shall provide 
assistance in organizing/strengthening fisherfolk organizations, associations and cooperatives 
in coordination with the Cooperative Development Authority (CDA), Non-Government 
Organizations (NGOs), People Organizations (POs) and other concerned agencies.
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TOOTHPONY
Gazza minuta (Bloch, 1795)
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  Its body is oval and somewhat compressed.  The mouth is 
pointing forward when protracted, with distinct caniniform teeth in 
both jaws. Its head is scaleless, but scales covering all of body except 
for breast ahead of a line from base of pectoral fins to origin of anal 
fin. The body coloration is silvery; the back greyish, with dark yellow 
irregular marks extending to below lateral line. Has single dorsal fin 
and forked caudal fin.

  
  It can reach up to 20 cm.

  
  Inhabits inshore coastal waters, river mouths and estuaries, 
and occurs in schools. Found at depths to 75 m, usually over muddy to 
sandy-mud substrates. Young enters mangrove estuaries or silty reef 
areas.

  
  Searches for prey using a protruding pipette-like mouth or 
by sieving potential food through their gill rakers.
  

  Feeds on small fishes, shrimps, other crustaceans, and 
polychaetes. 
  

  Sold fresh and dried salted; also made into fishmeal.

IUCN Red List Status: Least Concern (LC); Date assessed: 02 July 2016

Sources:
https://www.fishbase.se/summary/Gazza-minuta.html 
https://www.gbif.org/species/131901277 

Common names:
Largetoothed ponyfish,
Toothpony, Bakagan, 
Dalupani, Sapsap, Kurap-kurap,
Lumoan, Mutomot, Pirak-pirak, Tambong
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