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fishing gears operated nearshore, intrusion of commercial fleet into municipal waters and numerous 

fishing gears used in traditional fishing all competing to get their share of what the Sulu sea can offer.  

 

 

Figure A. Map showing sampling sites at Sulu Sea (A) Five municipalities at basilan (B) Eight 
municipalities at Sulu 
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However, despite the pressure and looming threats, Sulu sea is still producing fishery resources 

sufficient to supply the demand of the people in the area and nearby provinces but were feared to be at 

diminishing stage. Looking at the increasing population of fishermen living below the poverty threshold 

and depending on the resources for their existence, the task to alleviate their condition is a big challenge 

but can be done with the concerted effort of the stakeholders. 

This executive summary presents the salient findings of the PRSA project conducted in October 2020 

to March 2021. The project has four major components, namely: Task 1-Aquatic Ecology and Coastal 

Habitat Assessment, Task 2- Coastal Fisheries Assessment, Task 3-Water Quality Assessment and Task 

4-Socio-cultural, Economic and Institutional/Policy Characterization. For the habitat and resource 

assessment, standard protocols were used in data collection. A combination of participatory methods 

were applied in gathering data for the socio-cultural, demographic and policy/institutional 

characterization. Both methods were imparted to the local partners composed of fishermen, local 

residents, MAFAR staff, FishCORAL staff and LGU staff of the thirteen municipalities within two 

provinces during the training before the official implementation of the field work. Throughout the data 

collection period, the local partners actively assisted the PRSA project team, mentoring them in the 

process for future monitoring of the bay on their own. For monitoring purposes, all sampling sites were 

geo-referenced using a Global Positioning System (GPS) handheld receiver (GARMIN). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































