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MESSAGE

THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES (DAF) IS PROUD TO PRESENT TO YOU THIS
COFFEE TABLE BOOK ON THE NATIONAL INLAND FISHERIES ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM (NIFEP).

NIFEP IS THE BACKBONE OF ONE OF THE DEPARTMENT'S FLAGSHIP INITIATIVES, THE BALIK SIGLA SA
1LOG AT LAWA (BASIL) PROGRAM. AS OUR MOST RECENT EFFORT TO REHABILITATE OUR INLAND
WATERS AND RESTORE INDIGENOUS FISH STOCKS, BASIL REPRESENTS THE GOVERNMENT'S
RENEWED COMMITMENT TO PROVIDE SUFFICIENT FOOD TO FILIPINOS, ESPECIALLY TO THOSE
WHOLLY DEPENDENT ON LAKES AND RIVERS FOR THEIR LIVELIHOOD AND EVERYDAY NEEDS. THE
PROGRAM IS OUR AFFIRMATION THAT FISHERIES RESOURCES ABOUND IN OUR INLAND WATERS
AND THAT WITH PROPER INTERVENTIONS AND THE RIGHT SCIENTIFIC APPROACH, WE CAN LEARN
TO MAXIMIZE THOSE RESOURCES AND ENSURE A HEALTHY SUPPLY OF FISH AND OTHER
AQUATIC PRODUCE.

I HOPE THAT THROUGH THIS BOOK OUR READERS WILL BE ABLE TO UNDERSTAND AND APPRECIATE
THE IDEA BEHIND BASIL AND HOW IT WORKS. WITH CAREFUL CONSIDERATION OF OUR INLAND
WATERS' CAPACITY FOR SUSTAINABLE FISH PRODUCTION, BASIL FOLLOWS A FOOD BASE APPROACH
WHICH EXPLORES THE NATURAL PRODUCTIVITY OF OUR LAKES AND RESERVOIRS. IT REVOLVES
AROUND A HOLISTIC PROCESS WHICH ACCOUNTS NOT ONLY FOR THE SUSTAINABILITY OF OUR
FRESHWATER ECOSYSTEM BUT ALSO FOR THE PARTICIPATION OF OUR STAKEHOLDERS -- OUR LOCAL
FISHERS WHO THEMSELVES WILL TAKE PART IN THE PROGRAM'S IMPLEMENTATION AND WHO, IN
PARTNERING WITH US, WILL REAP THE BENEFITS OF THEIR HARD WORK.

MAY THIS BOOK SERVE AS A CONCISE INTRODUCTION OF NIFEP AND BASIL. MAY YOU FIND HERE
USEFUL INFORMATION ABOUT THE PROJECTS' GOALS AND RATIONALE.

THANK YOU AND | HOPE YOU WILL CONTINUE TO SUPPORT US IN OUR ENDEAVORS.

EMMANUEL F. PINOL
SECRETARY
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
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MESSAGE

FISH THINGS FIRST!

SINCE THE START OF THE ADMINISTRATION OF PRESIDENT RODRIGO R. DUTERTE, THE DEPARTMENT
OF AGRICULTURE AND BUREAU OF FISHERIES AND AQUATIC RESOURCES HAVE SINCE ADOPTED AND
IMPLEMENTED ~ VARIOUS ~ PROTECTION ~ AND  CONSERVATION ~ MEASURES ~ THROUGH
ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND PRACTICES TO ENSURE ADEQUATE SUPPLY OF FISH RESOURCES NOT
ONLY FOR THIS GENERATION BUT FOR ALL GENERATIONS TO COME.

ONE OF THESE PROGRAMS IS THE BRAINCHILD OF SECRETARY MANNY PINOL, THE BALIK SIGLA SA
ILOG AT LAWA (BASIL), WHICH HAS BEEN ANCHORED ON THE NATIONAL INLAND FISHERIES
ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM (NIFEP). THIS PROGRAM MAXIMIZES THE PRODUCTION CAPABILITY OF
LAKES AND RIVERS THROUGH RESOURCE REHABILITATION EFFORT FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE LOCAL
FISHERFOLK IN THE INLAND FISHING COMMUNITIES.

THROUGH THE PUBLICATION OF THIS COFFEE TABLE BOOK, WE WISH TO INSTITUTIONALIZE NOT
ONLY THE PROGRAM'S FRAMEWORK AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS  BUT ALSO THE HARD WORK AND
PERSEVERANCE OF THE PEOPLE BEHIND ITS IMPLEMENTATION. A FREE- FOR -ALL REFERENCE
MATERIAL, MAY IT SERVE ITS PURPOSE AS AN ENDURING GUIDEPOST FOR PROGRAMS OF SIMILAR
CAUSES AND AN AWARENESS-INVOKING INFORMATION SOURCE FOR THE GENERAL PUBLIC.

MABUHAY TAYONG LAHAT!

COMMODORE EDUARDO B GOXGONA, PC# (RETY
NATIONAL DIRECTOR
BUREAU OF FISHERIES AND AQUATIC RESOURCES
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FOREWORD INTRODUCTION

THE PHILIPPINES LIES IN A GEOLOGICALLY ACTIVE AREA OF THE EARTH (DAVIES, ETAL, 1990),
HENCE THE COUNTRY IS BESTOWED WITH INLAND WATER RESOURCES IN THE FORM OF LAKES,
RIVERS, SWAMPLANDS AND RESERVOIR. THESE RESOURCES HAVE PROVIDED THE BASIC NEEDS FOR
FOOD, DOMESTIC WATER SUPPLY AND OTHER ECOLOGICAL SERVICES PARTICULARLY IN THE
INLAND, UPLAND AND LANDLOCKED AREAS. HOWEVER, IN VIEW OF THEIR OPEN ACCESS NATURE
AND CONFLICTING USES, MANY OF THESE RESOURCES ARE IN THE STATE OF OVEREXPLOITATION. EN
HOME TO SOME ENDEMIC AND MANY INDIGENOUS FISH SPECIES, THEIR ABILITY TO PROVIDE WATER IS ESSENTIA TO LIFE
SUFFICIENT HARVEST TO THE SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES HAS BEEN OBSERVED TO EITHER | A8
STAGNATED OR DECLINED IN THE LAST TEN YEARS. "W

THE NATIONAL INLAND FISHERIES ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM DUBBED AS BALIK SIGLA SA ILOG
AT LAWA EMBARKED ON ACTIVITIES TO RESTORE THESE RESOURCES TO THEIR PRODUCTIVE
CONDITION, ENHANCE THEIR FISHERIES AS WELL AS IMPROVE THE INCOME OF FISHERFOLKS
ENGAGED IN OPEN WATER CAPTURE FISHERIES. THE SIGNIFICANT ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE
PROGRAM WERE COMPILED IN PHOTO DOCUMENTATION AND SHARED IN THIS COFFEE TABLE
BOOK TO CREATE AWARENESS AND DEEPER UNDERSTANDING ON THE IMPORTANCE OF THESE
RESOURCES AND THE NEED FOR CO-MANAGEMENT AMONG STAKEHOLDERS FOR SUSTAINABLE USE.
INCLUDED IN THE BOOK ARE STORIES ON THE RESTORATION AND FISHERIES ENHANCEMENT OF
23 LAKES AND 13 RESERVOIRS WHICH BENEFITTED 1,215 FISHERFOLK-FAMILIES, MAJORITY OF
WHOM ARE INDIGENOUS PEOPLE. FOR BETTER APPRECIATION, INSET AT THE LOWER LEFT CORNER
IN EACH PAGE OF SUCCESS STORY IS THE CONDITION OF THE INLAND RESOURCES PRIOR TO THE
PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION.

‘4//

WITH CAREFULLY LAID PLAN, THE SUPPORT OF THE DA-BFAR MANAGEMENT, A COMMITTED
TECHNICAL TEAM AND AN INFORMED COMMUNITY; THE SUCCESS OF ‘BALIK SIGLA SA ILOG AT
LAWA' COULD BE THE SAVING GRACE OF OUR INLAND WATERS AND THEIR DWINDLING FISHERIES.

AMERICAN ESSAYIST AND NATURALIST HENRY DAVID THOREAU ONCE SAID: A LAKE IS THE
LANDSCAPE'S MOST BEAUTIFUL AND EXPRESSIVE FEATURE. IT IS EARTH'S EYE; LOOKING INTO
WHICH THE BEHOLDER MEASURES THE DEPTH OF HIS NATURE.

‘BALIK SIGLA SA [LOG AT LAWA IS OUR OWN MEASURE OF THE DEPTH OF OUR COMMITMENT TO
BRING BACK THE BOUNTIFULNESS OF OUR INLAND WATERS. IT IS OUR LEGACY TO THE NEXT
GENERATION. AS WE HAVE ENJOYED THE BLESSINGS OF THE LAKE, SO WILL THEY BECAUSE WE HAVE
DONE OUR SHARE TO KEEP THESE BLESSINGS COMING.

DRA. ADELAIDA L. PALMA

AGRICULTURAL CENTER C! \4

BUREAU OF FISHERIES AND AQUATIC RESOMREZES
NATIONAL INLAND FISHERIES TECHNOLOGY CENTER




FRESH WATER IS NECESSARY. FOR THE SURVIVAL OF ALL LIVING ORGANISMS.
EVEN THE HUMAN BODY IS'MADE UP OF 60% WATER.




TANCE THAT MEETS MANS PHYSICAL AND BIOLOGICAL NEEDS.
“'F

EREGOSYSTEMS THAT SUPPORTS MYRIAD OF SPECIES.
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INFLUENCE THE PATTERN OF HUMAN SETTLEMENT.

THEY SUPPORT THE DIVERSE DEMAND FOR FOOD, WATER; SERVICES AND AMENITIES FOR MAN.




WATER [§ A FINITE RESOURCE
RENEWABLE FRESHWATER RESOURCE
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- 1,437 RIVER SYSTEMS GOVER
31,000 HECTARES.AND ACCOUNT FOR
3% OF THE TOTAL FRESHWATER AREA

LAKES COVER 200,000 HECTARES
(22% OF THE TOTAL FRESHWATER AREA)




SWAMPLAI)IDS EXTEND TO AN AGGREGATE

AREA OF 106}326 HECTARES




INLAND WATER RESQURCES HOST
SOME 342 FRESHWATER FISHES

SILVER

Fishbase, 2017
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23.68 % ENDEMIC
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INLAND FISHERIES PRODUCTION TREND AND ANALYSIS 2004-2014
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INLAND CAPTURE FISHERIES ACCOUNTS FOR 5.16%
OF THE TOTAL FISH PRODUCTION (BFAR FISHERIES PROFILE, 2014)




INLAND FISHERIES PLAY A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN PROVIDING
LIVELTHOOD TO SMALL FISHERFOLKS AND SOURCE OF FISH
PROTEIN TO THE RURAL LANDLOCKED AREAS




~ COMPREHENSIVE
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DUSTRY DEVELOPMENT PLAN (CNFIDP)

S THE COMPREHENSIVE NATIONAL FISHERY INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT PLAN OR CNFIDP LAYS DOWN
=P S HE 5-YEAR-COMPREHENSIVE NATIONAL FISHERIES INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR THE
" MUNICIPAL INLAND CAPTURE FISHERIES WITH A PRODUCTION INCREASE OF 1% FROM

NEW AREAS SUCH AS LAKES, RIVERS AND RESERVOIRS.







