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JUL 2 	1934 

ORDER NO. 69 	5 

BY - - - -------------------------------- 

SUBJECT: Regulations governing the 
gathering of Ornamental 
or Fancy Shells, Sea 
Snakes, ¶[repang. Corals 
and Miscellaneous minor 
aquatic Droducts. 

Pursuant to the provision of Section 4 of the 
Fisheries Act No. 4003 as amended, and of Section 
4 of Republic Act No. 3512, the following rules 
and regulations are promulgated for the informa-
tion and guidance of all concerned: 

1, Definition: For the purpose of this adminis-
trative order the following terms as used herein 
shall be construed as follows: 

Ornamental shells - any of the hard part 
exoskeleton secreted by the mantle of 
the animal particularly the moflusca 
whose form, color and/or colors and 
size make it appear attractive for de-
corative purposes, except the commer-
cial ones namely the mother-of--pearl 
shells, trochus or top shells and win-
dow pane shells (kapis). 

Sea snakes - any of the various aquatic 
snakes which live entirely in the sea 
and have peculiar bodies adopted for 
swimming. 

2. Gathering, when authorized - No person, as-
sociation or corporation shall be allowed to take, 
gather, remove,purchase, of fep or expose for sale, 
transport, ship and/or piu~QrtFany kind of the aqua-
tic product mentioned hereIn except under license 
duly issued in accordance with this order. 



3. License for the 	clus.ve use of ]icer- 
A license issued under the provision of this order 
shall be for the exclusive use and benefit of the 
licensee and shall entitle him to enter upon a defi-
nite area of the territorial waters of the Philip-
pines and to gather or collect therefrom shells 
(Ornamental), sea snakes, or miscellaneous aquatic 
products under the conditions stated in the license 
or permit, 

4. Licensepot transferable - A license issued 
under this order shall be non-transferable and shall 
expire on the date specified thereon or upon the 
death of the licensee, In case of associations or 
corporations, the license shall expire even before 
the one year period if the association or corporation 
is dissolved, or if the license is cancelled or re-
voked or otherwise duly terminated by the Commissio-
ner of Fisheries or by the Secretary of Agriculture 
and Natural Resources. 

5. classes of licenses under this order - There 
shall be two classes of licenses under this order: 
1. Commercial license and 2. Gratuitous license, A 
commercial license shall be issued for commercial 
purposes while a gratuitous license shall be issued 
for personal, educational, scientific or similar 
purposs, 

fancy Ahe 

tic products. Who may be granted - A commercial 
license shall be granted by the Commissioner of 
Fisheries with the approval of the Secretary of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources to: 

(a) Citizens of the Philippines or nf the 
United states. 

(b) Associations or corporations that are 
duly registered or incorporated under 
the laws of the Philippines or of the 
United States, or any state thereof 
and authorized to transact business in 
the Philippines and of which sixty (60)-
per centum of the capital stock or in-
terest in said capital stock is owned 
wholly by citizens of the Philippines 
or of the United States. 



(c) An individual applying for license must be 
at least 21 years of. age. Only one license 
shall be issued to a family, either to the 
husband or the wife unless they are living 
separately and independently from each 
other. Any member of the family who is 
at least 21 years of age and living inde-
pendently, may also apply for a license. 

7, Gratuitous license - The Commissioner of 
Fisheries, with the approval of the Secretary of Ag-
riculture and Natural Resources, shall issue a gra-
tuitous license for a limited period, not to exceed 
three (3) months to any branch of the Philippine go-
vernment or to any scientific or educational institu-
tion or to any association or person of good repute, 
qualified under this order to collect or gather orna-
mental or fancy shells, seasnakes, or miscellanous 
minor aquatic products in the territorial waters of 
the Philippines for educational and scientific pur-
pus Os. 

A gratuitous license may also be issued to any 
qualified individual to gather ornamental or fancy 
shells, seasnakes, miscellaneous minor qquatic pro-
ducts, for personal use not to exceed 10 kilos. 

. Issuance of license - A commercial permit or 
license may be issued or granted only after the ap-
plication therefor is duly filed in triplicate under 
oath with the Commission of Fisheries and upon pay-
ment of the required application fee of P5:00. Ap-
plication fees are non-transferable. The applica-
tion shall be accompanied by two Geodetic Survey Naps 
or Charts, showing the area applied for and it shall 
contain among other things the following information; 

(a) For individual applicant: Name, citizen-
ship, age, civil status, residence, occu-
pation and capital to be invested in the 
project, 

(b) For association or corporation: Name of 
officers, members, domicile, citizenship, 
share or participation of each in the 
company, and that said company is orga-
nized under the laws of the Philippines 
or of the United States, and duly regis-
tered in the Securities and Lxchange Corn- 



missions, A certified copy of the Articles 
of Incorporation shall be submitted with 
the application 

(c) For both individual and association or cor-
poration: Extent and description of con-
cession or area applied for, giving lati-
tude and longtitude, and how it is marked 
at the corners and boundaries, capital or 
capital stock available for investment; 
and means of securing the aquatic products 
desired. 

.9.. Bond - Before any commercial license or per-
mit may be issued, the applicant shall, as gua'anty 
of good faith for the satisfactory compliance with 
the Fisheries Act, the regulations, the terms and 
conditions of the license or permit, and the payment 
of annual rentals or fees due, be required to depo-
sit with the Commissioner of Fisheries in cash the 
amount of p50.00  per square kilometer or a fraction 
thereof, in the case of seasnake and p20.00 per square 
kilometer or a fraction thereof, for ornamental or 
fancy shells and other miscellaneous minor aquatic 
products. 

10. Grounds for cancellation of license or 
pits and forfeiture of bond - The Commissioner of 
Fisheries, with the approval of the Secretary of Ag-
riculture and Natural Resources, may cancel a license 
or permit and/or confiscate or forfeit bond deposits 
for any of the following grounds: 

(a) Violation of any existing law or of the 
provisions of this administrative order, 
as well as those which might hereafter 
be promulgated. 

(b) Failure to fulfill the conditions and re-
quirements under which the license is 
issued, 

(C) Fraudulent or false or misleading state-
ments made by the applicant or licensee, 

(d) Failure to pay the annual rentals or other 
fees due. 

(e) Failure to 'w'i + the required quarterly 



report of the products collected or gathered 
within a reasonable time without satisfactory 
reason therefor. 

(1') Failure to use the license or permit within 
three months after its issuance. 

(g) Subletting the area under license to any 
individual or association or corporation; 
and 

(h) When public interest so requires. 

11. Annual license fee - There shall be paid to 
the Philippine Fisheries Commission an annual license 
fee of P50.00 per square kilometer or fraction there-
of for sea-snakes and P25.00  for ornamental orfaricy, 
s hells 	sce aneous minor 	 ÜCti, per 
square kilometer or fraction thereof. These fees 
shall be paid in advance. 

12. Maximum area that may be applied for by a 
Person, association or corporation - A license is-
sued under this regulations shall not be more than 
five (5) square kilometers, in the case of indivi-
dual applicants and shall be for not more than 
thirty (30) square kilometers, in the case of an 
association or corporation or a partnership. 

13. Duration of license - A commercial license 
for collecting or gathering ornamental or fancy 
shells, seasnakes, miscellaneous minor aquatic pro-
ducts in the territorial waters of the Philippines 
issued by the Commissioner of Fisheries with the ap-
proval of the Secretary of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources, shall be for a period not exceeding one 
(1) year from the date of the issuance thereof. 

14. Renewal of license - Upon the expiration 
of the terms granted in the license, the dame may be 
renewed upon submission of a renewal application by 
the licensee to the Commissioner of Fisheries. The 
application to be accompanied by a P5,00 application 
fee. The license however, may be renewed at the dis-
cretion of the Commissioner of Fisheries, with the 
approval of the Secretary of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources, for a period not exceeding that for which 
the original license was issued. Provided, that the 
licensee has not been guilty of any violation of 



this order, or laws, rules and regulations of the 
Philine Fisheries Commission, Internal Revenue 
and Customs, 

15. Records of ornamental or fancy shells, sea—
snakes, miscellaneous minor aquatic products gathered 
or collegted under commercial license - All persons, 
associations or corporations licensed under this 
order)  shall keep book or books, wherein he shall enter 
daily the weight of all shells, seasnakes, miscella-
neous minor qquatic products collected or gatheredi 
The names and addresses of the buyers of said aqua-
tic products, if any, the date of sale, the quantity 
and quality sold and the selling price thereof shall 
be indicated in the book or books. The pages of 
said record book shall be numbered by the Commissioner 
of Fisheries or his authorized representative, which 
approval shall be more or less in the following tarm; 

"I hereby certify that this book contains  
pages and that the same is approved to serve as 
record book of 	- collected or gathered 
as well as those disposed of under License No, - 
issued on 	_ place and date." 

Signature and Designation 

16. inspection of record book - Said record 
book shall be kept at all times open to inspection 
by the Commissioner of Fisheries or his duly autho-
rized representative or by the Collector of Internal 
Revenue or his duly authorized representative or by 
any such officer of the government as may be autho-
rized to do so. 

17. rteriy reports - Lach holder of a com-
mercial license shall submit' quarterly reports of 
ornamental shells, seasnakes, miscellaneous minor 
aquatic products collected or gathered and those 
that are disposed of by hii thru sale or otherwise, 
indicating the value thereof as shown by the records 
required of him by this order. 

18. Certificate of ornamental shells, seases, 
mjscellneous minor products collected - A 
licensee undet this order shall, before such products 
are disposed of by him, execute a certificate under 
oath to the effect that the same were gathered or 



collected from his concussion or rea covered by his 
license or permit. 

19. Shiument - The shipment or exportation of 
qquatic products from the Philippines covered by his 
license or permit, gathered or collected under his 
license shall be u.nlawfu unless such shipment or 
exportation is authorized and approved by the Ooriis-
sioner of Fisheries and such shipment or exportation 
must be effected through the custom house at any 
post of entry. 

20. License subject to easements etc. - The 
area covered by any license issued under this order 
shall be subject to right of way, or any public 
purpose and easements provided by existing laws, rules 
and regulations or by those which may be promulgated 
hereafter. 

21. License 	jct to limitations - The Commis- 
sioner of Fisheries upon approval of the Secretary of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources may, at any time, 
increase, reduce or alter the nuer of area covered 
by the license or change or modify the terms and con-
ditions thereof, when public interest so requires. 

22, The area ontoiithorizedfishing _2L_ga-
thering other rnurin an:ils or products not speci-
fted in the licenecpermdt. - The area covered 
by any licence 	 this order. shall notc-  
beclosed to navJ4"atica n:r withdrawn from entry 
for authorize( caLn: cf fish or other aquatic ani-
mals or product 

23. Liccie.riccnseat all times. - 
The license or photc3t copy thereof must be carried 
at all times by the :in:ee or his authorized re-
presentative-or agent and shall be presented upon 
demand by any place officer or person dsignated by 
the Secretary of Agriculture and Natural Resources 
or by the Cormiissioner of Fisheries to enforcethe pro-
visions of this order, Failure to comply with this 
requiernEnts without sritisfactory reason therefor 
may be sufficient cause for the cancellation or sus-
pension of the license as the case may be. Should 
any such license be found wth defaced, erased, or 
illegible date of issue the same shall be seized at 



once by the peace officer or by any authorized per-
son who shall report the niatter to the Commissioner 
of Fisheries withih three days from the date of 
seizure. 

24.Les 2oTj,,L b.2  li 	3f licensee 	No license shall 
be granted except upon the express condition that the 
licensee assumes responsibility for the act of all 
his agents, enployees and other persons operating 
under the license. Each licensee must supervise the 
operation of his employees either personally or thru 
a competent agent, whose name, citizenship and ad-
dress must be furnished the Commissioner of Fisheries. 

25. Additional-charges-for default in payment 
ntals for license or Dermit exDirina on Deceb 

If the fee or rental due on any concession or area 
is not paid within the period in which the payment 
may be received without penalty, the amount of ren-
tal shall be increased by ten per centum (10%) and 
if the fee or rental rem ins unpaid fifty (50) days 
after six months the license or permit, shall be 
cancelled, and the cash bond deposit, if any, shall 
be confiscated without prejuc7lce to criminal proceed-
ings against the deainquens concessionaire or licen-
see, under the penal prov:ison of Fisheries Act 4003, 
as amended. 

26, surrender c - i 	-A. ?.censee.retirmg 
frm the busins: ..,. 	.. i' his license jth 
a statement ths he/ithe no :1oer desires to use it. 
Any other applieant for the area or any successor 
to the business may apply for a license. The Comrni-
siorier of Fisheries shall be promptly notified of 
the death of the licensee or d_-'solution of a cor- 
poration. In the meantr: 	the heirs or successors 
of the licensee may invoice the sea products col-
lected under the license for the deceased linensee 
or for the dissolved corporation or association. 
In case the heirs or successors are not entitled 
to a license, the Conmissioner of Fisheries shall 
dispose of the area in accordance with law and the 
provision of this order, 

27. Surrender of licenses terminate or can-
celled - Licenses terminated or cancelled shall be 



surrendered to the Goi:ezissiorer of Fisheries, for 
file. 

28. Disposition of imnrovements or property - 
Any property or improvements of the licensee not re-
moved from the primtses within two (2) months from 
the date of the cancellation or termination of the 
license, shall become the property of the govern-
ment. 

29. Areas or zones not covered by licenses - 
No license granted under this order shall be valid 
within army or naval reservations nor within three 
(3) kilometers from such reservations. 

30. Auxiliary invoice - Before transporting 
from the fishing grounds shells, seasnakes, miscel-
laneous minor aquatic products gathered under the 
license issued in qccondance with this order, the 
licensee shall list such aquatic products on 
blank form or auxiliary invoice to be furnished 
him by the Regional Director of the place where his 
area is licated or by the Commissioner of Fishers, 
Dilinian, Quezon City The auJliary invoice shall 
be made in quadruplicate and shall accompany the 
products described therein- from which they must 
not be separated until the products arrive at their 
destination 

If the licensee or his agent failed to prepare 
the auxiliary invoice;, the Officer who inspects 
the dhiprnent shall prepare same from the vesselts 
log or record book, and note same accordingly. 

31. Presentation o.invoice at destination - 
permit to dishare - No owner or raster of any 
vessel shall discharge or otherwise dispose of the 
dhells, seasnakes, miscellaneous minor aquatic pro-
ducts aboard without any discharge permit issued 
by a duly authorized officer. 

The licensee or his agent shall, upon arrival 
of the shipment of aquatic products at destination, 
present the auxiliary invoice to a duly authorized 
officer who will sign the auxiliary invoice after 
his inspection. 



32. Penalty provision - Any violation of the 
provision of this order shall subject the offender 
to the penalty provided under Section 83 of Act No, 
4003, as amended, which is a fine of not more than 
two hundred pesos, or inprisonent for not more 
than six months, or both, in the discretion of the 
court. 

33. Date of effectivity of this order - This 
order shall take effect fifteen days after its 
publication in the Official Gazette. 

For and in the absence of the 
Acting Secretary. 

3 December, 1963 

SGD. BENIT0 MONTINOLA 
Undersecretary for Natural 

Resources 

RE0ONMi,NDED BY: 

SGD.ARSENIO N. ROLDAN, JR. 
Acting Commissioner of Fisheries 

O.G. vol. 60, Feb. 24, 1964 No. L pp. 1102-1105 


