Republic of the Philippines
Department of Agriculture

Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
PCA Compound, Elliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon City
Tel. Nos. 929-95-97 . 929—80f74

FISHERIES ADMINISTRATIVE
ORDERNO. 254-1
Series of 2018

SUBJECT: REGULATION AND IMPLEMENTING GUIDELINES ON GROUP HANDLINE
FISHING OPERATIONS IN THE HIGH SEAS OF THE WCPFC CONVENTION
AREA.

WHEREAS, the Philippines signed the Convention on the Conservation and Management
of Highly Migratory Fish Stocks in the Western and Central Pacific Ocean and its Annexes
on September 5, 2000, which was subsequently ratified by the Senate on 2005;

WHEREAS, the Philippines is a member of the regional fisheries management
organization, the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC);

WHEREAS, in December 2017, the Commission adopted a new Conservation and
Management Measure (CMM 2017-01) for Bigeye, Yellowfin and Skipjack Tuna in the
Western and Central Pacific Ocean which aims to provide for a robust transitional
management regime that ensures the sustainability of bigeye, skipjack and yellowfin tuna
stocks;

WHEREAS, CMM 2017-01 will create a bridge to the adoption of a harvest strategy for
bigeye, skipjack, and yellowfin tuna in accordance with the work plan and indicative frames
set out in the agreed work plan for adoption of harvest strategies under CMM 2014-06,
which includes the development of management objectives and target reference points, and
the Commission shall work towards achieving and sustaining the following;

1} Bigeye

Pending agreement on a target reference point the spawning biomass depletion ratio
(SB/SBr=0) is to be maintained at or above the average (SB/SBr-o) for 2012-2015.

2)  Skipjack

The spawning biomass of skipjack tuna is to be maintained on average at a level
consistent with the interim target reference point of 50% of the spawning biomass
in the absence of fishing, adopted in accordance with CMM 2015-06.

3) Yellowfin
Pending agreement on a target reference point the spawning biomass depletion

ratio (SB/SBr-0) is to be maintained at or above the average (SB/SBr-o) for 2012-
2015.
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WHEREAS, Section 51 of CMM 2017-01 states that “CCM shall take necessary measures to
ensure that the total catch of their respective other commercial tuna fisheries for bigeye,
yellowfin or skipjack tuna, but excluding those fisheries taking less than 2,000 tonnes of
bigeye, yellowfin and skipjack, shall not exceed either the average level for the period 2001-
2004 or the level of 2004”; ‘

WHEREAS, this policy is déﬁ:éned as a conservation measure primarily to reduce effort in
Philippine waters which is a spawning ground,;

WHEREAS, Pursuant to Republic Act (RA) 9379, "An Act Defining Handline Fishing, Providing
Effective Regulations Therefore and For Other Purposes”, otherwise known as "The Handline
Fishing Law of 2007";

WHEREAS, Section 2 of RA 9379 stresses the need to support the development of the
handline fishing industry, promote its competitiveness, sustainability and social
development;

WHEREFORE, in view of these premises, the Department of Agriculture, through the Bureau
of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) hereby promulgates the following regulations and
implementing guidelines.

Section 1. Definition of Terms. For purposes of this Order, the following terms as used
herein shall mean and shall be construed as follows:

1)  Automatic Location Communicator {ALC) or Mobile Tracking-Transceiver Unit —
a two-way automatic tracking device WCPFC-approved device to be installed on
fishing vessels that utilizes a satellite navigation and communication system for
the purpose of transmitting information concerning the Philippine-flagged fishing
vessels' positions, fishing activities, and any other activity of the vessels as may be
required.

2) Bureau/BFAR — Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources.

3) Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) — Refers to a system used to track and monitor
the position, time, course and speed of commercial fishing vessels in the territorial
waters, EEZ and the high seas for purposes of conservation and management of
fisheries resources.

4) Commercial Fishing Vessel/Gear License (CFVGL) — authorization granted by
BFAR to fishing vessel operators to fish within commercial waters (>15 km from
the shoreline) of the Philippines pursuant to Sec. 26 of R.A. 8550.

5)  Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) — an area beyond and adjacent to the territorial
sea of a country as defined under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea and their respective existing laws.

6) Fish Aggregating Devices (FAD) — devices that shall include drifting logs, other
drifting objects and anchored FADs.
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7)

8)

9)

10)

11)

12)
13)

14)

15)

16)

Fisheries Monitoring Center (FMC) — serves as a land-based component for BFAR
fisheries monitoring control and surveillance which operates and maintains the
Vessel Monitoring System ‘

Handline Fishing — refers to a traditional fishing method that uses the hook and
line, a passive fishing gear with a single vertical line carrying one hook, and used
by simply dropping the line into the water and waiting for the fish to bite.

Handline Fishing Boat — refers to a fishing boat with or without outrigger, with or
without auxiliary small boats on board that exclusively utilizes the handline
fishing method with or without the aid of a carrier operating as a group.

Pakura or Sirisan — is an auxiliary small boat, less than three (3) gross tons locally
known as "pakura” or "sirisan” made of wood, fiberglass or any other material,
with or without outrigger, propelled by a suitable engine and carried onboard a
handline fishing boat for use in handline fishing operations beyond municipal
waters.

High Seas (HS) — the area beyond Philippine waters which does not belong to the
jurisdiction of any other State.

HSPI — High Seas Pocket 1 as referred to in CMM 2017-01 (see Attachment 2)

International Fishing Permit (IFP) — authorization granted by BFAR to licensed
Philippine-flagged vessels to fish in waters of other coastal states and high seas
where the Philippines has access agreements.

Regional Fisheries Observer — Personnel duly authorized by the Commission's
Regional Observer Program to collect and record fisheries scientific data on fishing
activities and monitor/report vessel compliance on the various CMMs by the
Commission, other RFMOs and by the Bureau's compatible measures.

Regional Fisheries Management Organizations (RFMOs) — Organizations that
implement conservation and management measures on tuna such as I0TC (Indian
Ocean Tuna Commission), ICCAT (International Commission for the Conservation
of Atlantic Tuna}, and WCPFC in which the Philippines is a member and the CCSBT
(Commission on the Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna) in which Philippines
is cooperating non-member.

WCPFC — Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission.

Section 2. Scope and Application

1)

This Administrative Order covers Philippine-registered handline fishing boats
issued with International Fishing Permits and Special Permit to operate in the
high seas of WCPFC Convention Area and registered in the WCPFC Records of
Fishing Vessels.
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2)

Section 3.

1)

2)

This Administrative Order applies only to high seas in the WCPFC Convention
Area (See CMM 2017-01 Attachment 2), which is the area of the high seas
bounded by the EEZs of the Federated States of Micronesia to the north and east,
Republic of Palau to the west, Indonesia and Papua New Guinea to the south with
exact coordinates as used by WCPFC Vessel Monitoring System.

Allocation of Fishing Access

Criteria in Qualifying for Fishing Access. Any person, corporation or entity who
signifies to engage in handline fishing operation in the high seas of WCPFC
Convention Area shall be pre-qualified based on the following criteria:

a)

b)

d)

g)
h)

The handline fishing boats are Philippine-registered with valid Commercial
Fishing Vessel and Gear License {CFVGL), International Fishing Permit and
Special Permit to operate in the high seas of WCPFC Convention Area,
subject to annual renewal and payment of an annual fee at the rate of USD
300 for handline fishing boats of 40 gross tonnage and below, and USD 600
for over 40 gross tonnage;

The handline fishing boats must be compliant with Philippine Coast Guard
and Maritime Industry Authority (MARINA) rules and regulations;

The handline fishing boats must be Catch Documentary Scheme compliant;

The handline fishing boats must not have involved in any administrative or
criminal offense for engaging in fishing activities in the Convention Area in

violation of any conservation and management measures adopted by the
WCPFC;

The handline fishing boats shall be registered with WCPFC;

The handline fishing boats shall be equipped with two-way Vessel
Monitoring System;

Each handline fishing boat shall commit to deploy no more than 2 FADs;

The boat owner and three highest ranking officers of the boat must have
attended the orientation to be conducted by the Bureau prior to operation;

Procedure in the Allocation of Fishing Access.

a)

b)

Letter of Intent. All interested persons, corporations or entities shall submit
a formal letter of Intent (LOI) addressed to the Director of the Bureau
indicating the handline fishing boat details such as registered name, gross
tonnage, and gear.

Evaluation. Those who have submitted LOI will be evaluated on the basis of
their compliance to the criteria and their history of fishing operations.
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Section 4. Vessel Monitoring System. All handline fishing boats and corresponding carrier
boats shall be equipped with and shall operate a two-way Automatic Location Communicator
in accordance to FAO 241 Series of 2012 on Regulations in the Implementation of the Vessel
Monitoring System (VMS) in the High Seas, CMM 2011-02 and CMM 2017-01. The FMC shall
provide continuous real-time VMS information to the adjacent Coastal States/Territories for
monitoring purposes. Access tp. VMS and other data shall be in accordance with WCPFC Rules
and Procedures for the Protéction, Access to and Dissemination of High Seas Non-Public
Domain Data and Information Compiled by WCPFC for the Purpose of Monitoring, Control and
Surveillance (MCS) Activities and Access to and Dissemination of High Seas VMS for Scientific
Purposes.

Section 5. Reporting.

1) Handline fishing boats, carrier vessels and fishing companies shall notify BFAR
through electronic or any other means at least 24 hours prior to entry and no
more than 6 hours prior to exiting the fishing ground. Likewise, this information
shall be transmitted to the adjacent Coastal States/Territories and WCPFC.

2) Report should be in the following format: "VID/entry or Exit: Date/Time;
Lat/Long.”

3) Handline fishing boats operating in high seas should report sightings of any
fishing vessel to BFAR and WCPFC Secretariat. Such information shall include
vessel type, date, time, position, markings, heading and speed.

Section 6. Vessel Listing. The Bureau shall maintain an updated list of all handline fishing
boats operating in the high seas based on vessel's entry and exit reports submitted to
WCPFC. The list will be submitted to WCPFC and will be made available to WCPFC members
and other concerned stakeholders through dedicated website, www.bfar.da.gov.ph .

Section 7. Monitoring of Port Landings. All landings of handline fishing boats operating
in the high seas of WCPFC Convention Area shall be made at authorized ports operated by
the Philippine Fisheries Development Authority and/or other ports as approved by BFAR.
Catch logsheet to include catch and effort data shall be accomplished and submitted by each
handline vessel to the Bureau every month to ensure timely processing and analysis.

Section 8. Effort Limit. In accordance with applicable WCPFC CMM.

Section 9. Use of Fish Aggregating Device (FAD). Each handline fishing boat shall deploy
not more than 2 FADs. Its design, deployment, replacement, reporting of FADs coordinates
shall be in accordance with existing policies.

Section 10. Research. BFAR observers shall be accommodated by handline fishing boats
for purposes of scientific studies in aid of fishery management.
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Section 11. Nature of Access Right. Any transfer of access right or replacement of vessel
covered by this Order shall be subjected to the prior approval of the Bureau and shall be
based on the same conditions and criteria as provided herein, otherwise the transfer shall
be considered void.

Section 12. Penalties. Any violations of the provisions of this Fisheries Administrative
Order shall be penalized as follows:

1)

2)

Pursuant to Section 119 of R.A. 8550 as amended by R.A. 10654, intentional non-
reporting of position manually every six {6) hours after having been notified by
BFAR FMC that the VMS ALC is not transmitting as required, the administrative
fine shall be equivalent to five times the value of the catch or twice the amount
indicated below, whichever is higher:

a) Twohundred fifty thousand pesos (P250,000.00) for small-scale commercial
fishing;

b}  Five hundred thousand pesos (P500,000.00) for medium-scale commercial
fishing; and

¢) Two million five hundred thousand pesos (P2,500,000.00) for large-scale
commercial fishing.

Pursuant to Section 89 of R.A. 8550 as amended by R.A. 10654, violation of Section
5 and 7, cases of unreported fishing committed in waters beyond national
jurisdiction or high seas, the owner, operator, and the three (3) highest officers of
the commercial fishing vessel shall be penalized with an administrative fine
equivalent to five (5) times the value of the catch or the amount indicated below,
whichever is higher:

a)  Twomillion pesos (P2,000,000.00) to Nine million pesos (P9,000,000.00) for
small-scale commercial fishing;

b) Ten million pesos (P10,000,000.00) to Fifteen million pesos
(P15,000,000.00) for medium-scale commercial fishing; and

c) Sixteen million pesos (P16,000,000.00) to Twenty million pesos
(P20,000,000.00) for large-scale commercial fishing vessels less than seven
hundred fifty (750) gross tons, and Twenty-five million pesos
(P25,000,000.00) to Forty-five million pesos (P45,000,000.00) for large-
scale commercial fishing vessels seven hundred fifty (750} gross tons or
more.

Upon conviction by a court of law, the three (3) highest officers of the commercial
fishing vessel shall suffer the penalty of imprisonment of six (6) months and a fine
equivalent to twice the amount of the administrative fine, and confiscation of catch
and gear.
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3)

4)

5)

6)

Deployment of FADs in excess of 2 as provided in Section 9 hereof shall be
penalized with administrative fine of Php 50 000.00 per excess FAD and
confiscation of the excess FAD;

Unauthorized transfer of access right or replacement of handline fishing boat as
provided under Section 11 hereof shall be penalized with Php 100,000.00 at first
offense, and Php 200,000.00 as well as revocation of Special Permit to operate in
the high seas of WCPFC Convention Area for the second offense;

Fishing outside High Seas of WCPO Convention Area shall be penalized with Php
100,000.00 for the first offense and Php 200,000.00 as well as revocation of Special
Permit to operate in the high seas of WCPFC Convention Area at second offense
except in Philippine waters when authorized by BFAR;

Unloading in unauthorized ports and landings shall be penalized with Php
100,000.00 at first offense, Php 200,000.00 as well as revocation of Special Permit
to operate in the high seas of WCPFC Convention Area at second offense.

Section 13. Separability Clause. If this Order or any part hereofis declared unconstitutional
or invalid, the remaining sections or provisions thereof which are not affected thereby shall
continue to be in full force and effect.

Section 14. Repealing Clause. All existing administrative order, rules and regulations which
are inconsistent with the provisions this Order is hereby repealed or modified.

Section 15. Effectivity. This Order shall take effect fifteen (15) days after publication in any

newspaper of ge

“circulation and upon registration with the Office of the National

Administrative-Registry and shall be coterminous with CMM 2017-01.

ay of'-J‘f“l;, 2018 at Quezon City, Metro Manila, Philippines.

RTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

EMMANUELY. PINOL e e
Secretary/ in replying pls cite this code

[For Signature: $-07-18-0193
Received - 07/11/2018 03:40 PM

Recommending Approval:

i S

Director, BFAR ,
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Rapublic of the rhilippines
Depariment of Agriculture \
 Burean of Fisherios and Agquatic Resonrces

PCA Compound,  Elliptical Road, biliman, Qnezon City
Pel. Wos. 929-~95-87 . §25-80-74

FISHERIES ADMINISTRATIVE
ORDERNG.254-1
Series of 2018

SUBIECT: REGULATION ANB IMPLEMENTING GUIDELINES ON GROUP HANDLINE
FISHING OPERATIONS IN THE HIGH SHAS OF THE WOPFC CONVENTION
ARES,

WHEREAS, the Philippines signed the Convention on the Conservation and Managensent
of Highly Migratory Fish Stocks in the Western and Central Pacific Ocean and ifs Annexes
o September 5, 2000, which was subsesrwently ratified by the Senate an 2005,

WHEREAS, the Philippines s a wember of the regiomal fisheries ERgEEnT
arganization, the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission {WCPFE)

WHEREAS, in December 2017, the Commission adopted s new Conservation and
Maragement Measure (CMM 2017.01) for Rigeye, Yellowiin and Skipjack Tuna in the
Western and Central Pacific Ocean which aims o provide for a yobust transitional

management regime it ensores the sustainability of bigeye, shipjack and vellowdin tuna
stocks; . :

WHEREAS, CMM 201701 will create » bridge 1o the adoption of 2 harvest sirategy for
bigeye, skipfack, and yellowfin tuna in accardance with the werk planand indicative frames
set out i the agreed work plan for adoption of harvest strategies under CMM 2014-06,
which includes the development of management objectives and kacget reference points, and
the Commission shall work towards achievingand sustaining the following;
1}  Higeye
Pending agreement on a target reforence point the spawning biomass depletion ratio
{58580} is to be maintained at or abows the average (SB/5Be} for 20;.}2{315

2} Skdplack

T spawning blomass of shiplak woa 5 to be meintained o average 3 a level
cnsistent with the interim fget veference point of 56% of the spavning biomase
in the absence of fishing, adopted In accordanae with CMM 2015-04,

4 Vellowfa

Pending agroement on a tanget ralmrmnes polnt thy spevwnbey biomase deplotion
raio {35/5800} 15 to be malnkained st or above the average {S8/3R k) for 2012-
2015,

WHEREAS, Section 51 of CMM 2017-01 states that “CCM shall take HeCessary measures &
ensure that the total cateh of their respective uther commercial tuna fisheries for bigeye,
yeftowtin or skipjack tuna, but excluding those fisheries saling less than 2,000 tonnes of

bigeye, yellowin and skipjack, shall #07 excend elthier the average level for the perind 2001
2004 or the lovel of 2004%

WHEREAS, this policy is designed as a conservation measure primarily to reduce effort in
Philippine waters which is  spawning ground;

WHEREAS, Pursusntio Republic Act {BA) 9279, "An Ack Defining Handline Fishing, Providing
Effsctive Regulations Therefore and For Other Purposes”, otherwise known a5 “The Handiine
Fishing Law of 20077

WHEREAS, Section 2 of R& 9379 stresses the newd to support the development of the

handline fishing  industry, promote im competitiveress, sustainability and socidl
devalopment;

WHEREFORE, i view of these premises, the Department of Agriculture, through the Burean

ef Fisheries and Aquatic Resourees (BE&R] herehy momulgates the Fellowing regntations and
Implementing guidelines,

Section 1. Definition of Terms. For purposes of this Order, the follewing terms as used
herein shall mean and shall be constraed as foflows:

1 Avtomatic Location Communicator (ALY or Mobile Tracking- Transcelver Umt —
atwo-way automatic tracking device WOPRC-upproved device to be instatied an
fishing vessels that utilizes a satellite navigation and communication system far
the purpose oftransmitting information concerningthe Phitippine-flaggad fishing

vessels' positions, fishing activities, and any atheractivity of the vessels as oy be
reguired, '

2} Bureau/BEAR — Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resonrees,
3 Vessel z'\&“ﬂnii‘(frmg Systers (V048] — Refers to 2 system used to track and monitor
the pasitfoy, tme, course and speed of commercial fishing vessels in the territarial

v:a:zter_s, EEZ and the high seas for purposes of conservation and management of
fisheries resourcas.

¢} The handie fishing boats mus_ti;é CamhﬂnwmenmryScbame compliant;

d) - The handline fishing hoats mast not have involved in any administrative or
criminal offense for engaging in fishing activities in the Convention Areain |
violation of any conservation and management measures adopted =hy-tize
WP - s i : ;

8] The handlise ishing boats shall be registered with WCPFC;

§j  The handiine fshing boats shall be equipped with mof_wéy Vessel !
Monitoring Systemy; i Lo : ;

2} Each bandine fishing hoat shail commit &6 ée'pidyxén' more tham 2 FADs;

I} The boat ewner and three highest ra.z:’tk'ing‘ officers of the boat nust have
attended the orientation to be conducted by the Bureau prior to operation;

2} Procedure inthe Allocation of Fishing Aecess

a)  Lettor of ntent. All Interested persons, corporations o entities shall subimit.
a formal Tetter of Intent (801} xldressed to the Director of the Bureau
indicating the handline fishing beat details such a5 registered name, gross
tonnage, and gear. A T i St

b} Bvaluation, Those wha have submitted LOE will be evaluated un the basis ef
their compliance to the criteris and theirhistary of fishing operations. 4

Section 4, Vessel Monitoring System. All handline fiskingboats and corresponding cartier
hoats shall he equipped with and shall operate atwo-way Automatic Location Communicator
inaceordance to FAD 244 Sesics of 2012 on Regelations in the Implementation of the Vessel -
Movitoring System (VMS) in the High Seas, CMM 2011-02 and CMb 2017-81. The FMC shall
provide continuous real-time VS information to the adjacent Coastat States/Territories for
manitoring purpases. Access to VMS and other data shall bein accordance with WOPFC Rules
and Procedures for the Frotection, Access to and Dissemination of High Seas Non-Public
Domain Dataand Information Compifed by WCPFC for the Purpose of Monitaring, Control and
Surveiliance (MCS) Activities and Access to and Diszemination of High Seas VIS for Sclentific
Purposes. : o il :

Section 5. Reporting.

1} Handline fishing hoats, carvier vessels and fishing companies shall notily BRAR
through elechonic or any other means atleast 24 hours prior to entry and no
mure than & howrs prior to exiting the fishing ground. Likewise, this information
shalt be transmitted to the adjacent Coastal States/Territories and WOPRC

2] Repert should be in the faﬂav_vix’;g-'fgrmét.:f "Vib/entry or Rt Dake/Time; -
Lat/Lang” ' e ity

3)  Handline fishing boats eperating in high seas should repert sightings of any
fishing vessol to BFAR and WCPFC Secretariat. Such information shall inchud
vessel type, date, tirmne, position, markings, beading and speed. fip e

Section 6. Vessel Listing. The Bureau shall maintain an updated list of 2t handfine Rsking
boats operating In the high seas bused an vessel's entry and exit reports submitted to
WCEFC, Thelist will he submitted to WCPFE and will be made available to WCPFC members
and other concerned stakeholders through dedicated wehsite, www bfandygovph.

Section 7. Monitering of Port Landings. Al Tandings of handline fshing boats operating
In the high seas of WCPFC Convention Avea shall e made atanthorized ports opersted by |
the Philippine Fishories Development Authority and/or ather ports as approved by BFAR.
Catch logsheet toinclude catch and effort data shali he accomplished and submitted by sach
handlioe vessel to the Bureau every month to ensure timely processing and annlysis,

Seclion 8. Effort Limit. In accordance with appﬂuéblé WCPEC .

Section 9. Use of Fish Agaregating Device (FAD). Bach handiine fishing boat kall deploy
not mare than Z FADS. its design, deployment, replacement, reporting of FADs coordinates
shall be in aceordance with existing policies. : Sl T

Section 16. Research. BFAR observers shall im ;mmm§6m by handiine .ﬁshﬁaghats G
for purposes of scleatific studing i aid of fishery management. ik :

Section 11. Nakare of Access itight, Any transfer of access right or replacement of vessel _
covered by this Order shall he subjected to the prior approval of the Bureau and shalibe
based on the same conditions and criteria as provided herein, atherwise the transfer shall .
be considered void. 2o ‘ B

Section 12, Penaliies. Any violations of the provisions of thiy Fisheries Administrative
Order shall be penalized as follows: R e i e

1} Papsaantto Section 119 of RA 8540 as amended by RA. 10654, intentional vor-
veporting of position manually every six (6) howrs alter having beennotified by §
ERAR FUIC that the VM8 ALC is hot transinitiing as required, the administative
fine shall be equivalent to five times the value of the tatch or twice the amount”
indicated below, whichevey ishighern 1 : st

a}  Twohundred fifty thousand p&s«as.{t’;ﬁﬂ,ﬂﬂ&&t}) for small-scale commercial
fishing: o G S ;




43 @mmercial Fishing Vessel/Gear License (CFVGL) ~ authorization granted by
[EFAR to Ff_sh:’ng vessel operators to fish within commercial waters {>15 lun from
the shoreline] of the Philippines pursuant to Sec. 26 of R.A. B350,

Ut

) Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ} — an area beyond and adjacent to the territorial

se “d country as defined under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the
¢ 1their respectiva existing laws,

6] Fish Aggregating Devices (FAD) —

e, : devices that shafl i ift
drifting objects and anchored FADS. all include drifing logs, ather

i Tisheries Monitoring Center (FMC) — serves as a fand-based cumponan.t fm‘" BEAR
fisheries monitoring control and surveillance which operates and maintins the
Vesgel Monitoring System

8} Handline Fishing - refers to a traditional fishing method ‘{h?t‘a‘.:usgs the hook and

line, a passive fishing gear with « single vertical Hine carrying one hml‘x, and used
by simply dropping the line into the water and waiting for the fish to bite.

) Handline Fishing Boat— refers toa fishing boat with or without outrigger, with or
withour auxiliary small boats on board that exclusively utilizes the handline
fishing method with or without the aid of a carrier operating as a group.

e

10} Pakura or Sirisan — is an auxliary small boat, Jess than three (3) gross tons locally
known as “pakura” or “sirisan” made of wood, fiberglass or any other material,
with or without outrigger, propelled by a saitable engine and carried onboard a
handline fishing boat for use in handline fishing operations beyond municipal
waters,

11} High Seas (1S} — the area beyond Fhilippine waters which does not belong to the
jurisdiction of any other State.

12) HSPI~ High Seas Pocket 1 as referred to in CMM 2017-01 {see Attachment 2}

13) international Fishing Permit {IFP} ~ authorization granted by BFAR o licensed
Philippine-flagged vessels to fish in waters of other coastal states and high seas
where the Philippines has access agreements.

14) Regional Fisheries Observer — Personnel duly authorized by the Commission’s
Regional Observer Program to collect and record fisheries scientific data on fishing
activities and monitor/report vessel compliance on the varivus CMMs by the
Commission, other RFMOs and by the Bureau’s compatible measures.

15} Regional Fisheries Management Organizations {RFM0Os) — Osganizations that
implement conservation and management measures on tuna such as [0TC (Indian
Ocean Tuna Commission), ICCAT {International Commission for the Conservation
of Atlantic Tuna}, and WCPFCin which the Philippines is a member and the CCSBT
(Commission on the Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna) in which Philippines
is cooperating non-member.

16) WCPPC — Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission.

Section 2. Scope and Application

1} This Administrative Order covers Philippine-registered handiine fishing boats
tssued with International Fishing Permits and Special Peymit to operate in the

high seas of WCPFC Convention Area and registered in the WCPFC Records of
Fishing Vessels.

-2)  This Administrative Order applies only to high seas in the WCPFC Convention
Area [See CMM 2017-D1 Attachment 2), which is the area of the high seas
bounded hy the EEZs of the Federated States of Micronesia to the north and east,
Republic of Palau to the west, Indonesia and Papua New Guinea to the south with
exact coordinates as used by WCPFC Vessel Monitoring System.

Section 3. Allocation of Fishing Access

1) Criteria in Qualifying for Fishing Access. Any person, corporation or entity who
signifies to engage in handline fishing operation in the high seas of WCPFC
Convention Area shall be pre-qualified based on the following criteria:

a)  The handline fishing boats are Philippine-registered with valid Commercial
Fishing Vessel and Gear License (CFVGL), International Fishing Permit and
Special Permit to operate in the high seas of WCPFC Convention Area,
subject to annual renewal and payment of an annual fee at the rate of USD
300 for handline fishing boats of 40 gross tonnage and below, and USD 600
for over 40 gross tonnage;

b} The handline fishing hoats must be compliant with Philippine Coast Guard
and Maritime Industry Authorily (MARINA) rules and regulations;
L

0} FIVE ODUNGIEY LIUUSAIM POIUS (K JUmuusaug sus
fishing; and

¢} Two million five hundred thousand pesos (P2,500,000.00} for large-scale
commercial fishing,

2)  Pursuantto Section 89 of RA.8550 as amended by R.A. 10654, violation of Section
5 and 7,cases of unreported fishing committed in waters beyond national
jurisdiction or bigh seas, the owner, operator, and the three 3} highest officers of
the commercial fishing vessel shall be penalized with an administrative fine
equivatent to five (5) times the value of the catch or the amount indicated betow,
whichever is higher:

a}  Twomdlionpesos [P2,000,000.00) to Nine million pesos (#5,000,000.00) for
small-scale commercial fishing

b)  Ten million pesos (P10,000,00000) to Fifteen million pesos
{P15,000,060.00) for medivm-scale commercial fishing and

¢}  Sixteen. million pesos (P16,000,000.00) to Twenty million pesos
(P20,000,000.00) for large-scale commerciat fishing vessels less than seven
hundred fifty (750) gross tons, and Twenty-five million pesos
(P25,000,000.00) to Forty-five millien pesos (P45,000,000.00) for Targe-

scale commercial fishing vessels seven hundred fifty (756) gross tons or
more.

Upon conviction by a conrt of law, the three (3) highest officers of the commereial
fishing vessol shall suffer the penalty of imprisonment of six (6] ruomths and 4 fing

equivalent o twice the amount of the administrative fine, and confiscation of catch
and gear,

3}« Deployment of FADs in excess of 2 as provided in Section 9 hereof shall be
penatized with administrative fine of Php 50,800.00 per excess FAD and
confiscation af the excess FAD; :

4)  Unauthorized transfer of access right or replacement of handline fishing boal as
provided nnder Section 11 hereof shall be penalized with Php 100,000.06 at first
affense, and Php 206,800.00 as well as revocation of Special Permit to operate in
the high sens of WCPFL Convention Area for the second offense;

§)  Fishing ouiside High Seas of WCPQ Convention Area shall be penalized with Php
100,000.00 for the first offense and Php 200,000.00 as well asrevocation of Special
Permit fo operate in the high seas of WCPFC Convention Area at second offense
exceptin Philippine waters when authorhzed by BEAR;

) Un!c-adirilg in unauthorized ports and landings shall be pepalized with Php
100,000.00 at first nffense, Php 200,000.00 as well as revocation of Special Permit
to operate in the high seas of WCPFC Convention Area at second offense.

Section 13. Separability Clanse. If this Orderor any part hereofis declared unconstitutional
or invalid, the rematning sections or provisions thereof which are not affected thereby shall
continue to be in full force and effect.

Section 14. Repealing Clause. All existing administrative order, rules and regulations which
are inconsistent with the provisions this Orderis hereby repealed or modified.

Section 15, Effectivity. This Order shall take effect fifteen {15) days after publication in any
newspaper of A circulation and upon registration with the Office of the National
egis'Ty and shail he coterminous with CMM 2017-01,

ay of Yuly 2018 at Quezon City, Metro Manita, Philippines.
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Republic of the Philippines
Department of Agriculture
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resource
- PCA compound, Elliptical-Road, Diliman, Quezon City
Tel. Nos. 929-95-97 - 929-80-T4

FISHERIES ADMINISTRATIVE
ORDER NO. 254-1 3
Series of 2015 I EeS )

SUBJECT: - REGULATION AND IMPLEMENTING GUIDELINES ON GROUP HANDLINE FISH|NG

OPERATIONS IN THE HIGH SEAS OF THE WCPFC CONVENTION AREA.

WHEREAS. the Philippines signed the Convention on the Conservation and Management of Highly Migratory
Fish Stacks in the Western and Central Pacific Ocean ‘and its Annexes on Septembe( 5, 20()9 which was
suhsequently ratified by the Senate on 2005;

WHEREAS, the Philippines is‘a member of the regional fisheries management organization; Lhe Western and
Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC);

WHEREAS, ‘in"December 2017, the Commissicn adopted 2 new Conservation and Management Measure
(CMM 2017 -01) for Btgeye Yellowfin and Skipjack Tuna in the Western and Central Pacific Ocean which aims
to provide for a robust transitional management regime that ensures the sustainability of bigeye, skipjack and
yellowfim-tuna stocks;

WHEREAS, CMM ' 2017-01 will create a bndge to the adoption of a harvest strategy for bigeye, skipjack, and
yellowfin tuna In‘accordance with the work plan snd indicative frames set out in the agreed work plan for adoption
of harvest strategies underCMM 2014-06, which includes the development of management objectives and larget
reference points; and the Commission shall work towards achieving and sustaining the following;

1)

2)

Bigeye

' Pending agreement on'a target reference point the spawning blomass depletion ratlu (SBISB,,;) is to be

maintained at or above the average (SBI SB,,,) for 2012-2015,

Skipjack
The spawning biomass of skipjack tunais to be maintained on average ata Ievel consistent with the interim
target reference point of 50% of the spawning biomass | m lhe absence of fshlng adnpled in accordance

" with CMM 2015-06

3

Yellowfin

Pending agreement nnatargat reference point the spawning biomass depletion raho (SBISB,, tl}ls to be
mamtamed at or. abovethe average (SBlSB,_o) for 2012- 2015.

WHEREAS, Sechon 51 of CMM 2017-01 statesthat “GCM shall take necessary measures to énsure that the total
catch of their respective other commercial: tuna fisheries !crbngeye yellowfin: or. skipjack tuna, but excluding
| those fisherles taking less. than 2,000 tonnes of bigeye, yellowfin and skipjack, shall not exceed either the
average level for the pericd 2001-2004 or the level of 2004";

WHEREAS, this policy is designed as ‘a ‘conservation measure primarily to reduce effort/in Philippine waters
whichis'a spawning ground;

WHEREAS, Pursuant to:Republic Act (RA) 9379, "An Act Defining Handline F|shmg Praviding Effective
Regulations Therefare and For Other Purposes”, otherwise known as. “The Handline Fishing Law of 2007;

WHEREAS, Sechnn 2 of RA 9379 siresses the need to support the development of the handline fishing industry,
promate its competitiveness sustainability and social development; i

WHEREFORE, in view of thesé premises, the Department of Agriculture,:through the Bureau of Fisheries and
Aguatic Resources (BFAR) hereby pmmulga!es the following regulations and implementing guxde\mss

Section 4. Definition of Terms: For purposes of this Order, the following terms as used herein shall mean and
shall'be construed as follows: ¢

2

4)

8)

9)

10),

1),

13]

14)

1#15) 4

18)

ic Location Cor (ALC) or Mobile Tracking-Transceiver Unit - a two-way automaltic
tracking device WCPFC-approved device to be installed on fishing vessels that utilizes a satelile navigation

“and communication system for the purpose of transmitting information concerning the Philippine- ﬂagged

fishing vessels positions, fishing activities, and any other activity of the vessals as may | be required.
Bureau/BFAR - Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources.

Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) - Refers to a system used 1o track and monitor the position; time, course
and speed of commercial fishing vessels in the territorial waters. EEZ and the: hlgh seas for purpos.es of
conservation and management of fisheries resources:

Commercial Fishing VesseliGear License (CFVGL) - authorization granted by BFAR.to nshmg vessel
operators to fish within commercial waters (>15 km from the shoreline) of the Philippines pursuant to Sec.
26 of R.A. 8550.

Excluslve Economic Zone (EEZ) - an area beyond and adjacent to the lemturial sea of a country as

defined under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea and their respective existing laws.

Fish Aggregating Devices (FAD) - devices that shall include drifting logs, other drifting objects and -
anchored FADs,

Fisheries Monitoring Center (FMC) - serves as a land-based component for BFAR fisherles mun\turing

centrol and surveillance which operates and maintains the Vessel Menitoring System

Handline Fishing - refers to a traditional nshmg method that uses the hook andfine, a passive fishing gear
with a single vertical line carrying one hook. and used by simply dropping the line into the water and wamng

* for the fish'to bite.

Handline Fishing Boat - refers to a fishing: boat with or without outrigger, with' orwithout auxmary smaH
boats on board'that exclusively utilizes the handline fishing method with or without the aid of a carrier
operating as a group:

Pakura or Sirisan - Is an auxiliary small boat, less than three (3) gross tons locally known as pakur‘a or
"sirisan® made of wood, fiberglass or any other material, with or without outrigger, propelled by a suitable
engine and carried onboard a handline fishing boat for use in handline fishing operations beyond municipal
waters. -

High Seas (Hs) the area beyum Philippine waters which does not belgng to the jurisdiction of any other
Slate.

HSPI - High Seas Pocket 1 as referred to in CMM 2017-01 (see Attachment 2).

International Fishing Permit {IFP) - authorization granted by BFAR to licensed Philippine-flagged
vessels to fish in waters of other coastal states and high seas where the Philippines has access

. agreements; - -

Regional Fisheries Observer - Personnel duly authorized by the Commnsswuns Regional Observer
Progeam to collect ‘and record fisheries scientific data onfishing activities and ‘monitor/report vessel
compliance on the various CMMs by the Commission, olher RFMOs and by the Bureau's compatible
"IEESU!&S i

gional Fisheries Man 1t Orgar (RFMOs) - Or that imple i
‘and managemenl ‘measutes on tuna such as IOTC (IndianOcean Tuna Commlssrun) ICCAT (Imemauonal

- Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tuna}, and WCPFC in which the Philippines is.a member and

the CCSBT (Commission on the Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna) in which Philippines is cooperating

-non-member.

“WCPFC - Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission.

Section 2. Scope and Application

1)

2)

This ‘Administrative ‘Order covers Philippine-registerad handline fishing boats issued with International
Fishing Permits and Special Permitto operate in the high seas of WCPFC Convention Area and feglstered
in the WCPFC Records of Fishing Vessels. *

This Administrative Order applies only.to high seas in the WCPFC Convention Area (See CMM 2017~
01 Attachment 2} which is the area of the high seas bounded by the EEZs of the Federaled States of
Micronesia to the north and east, Republic of Palau to the west, Indonesia and Papua New Guinea to the
south with exact coordinates as used by WCPFC Vessel Monitoring System, g

Section 3. Allocation of Fishing Access

1)

Criteria in Qualifying for Fishing Access.Any person, corporation or entity who signifies to engage in
handline fishing operation in the high seas of WCPFC Convention Area shall be pre-qualified based on the
following criteria: 2

a) ' The handiine fishing boats are Philippine-registered with valid Commercial Fishing Vessel and Gear
License (CFVGL), International Fishing Permit and Special Permit to operate in the high seas of
WCPFC Convention Area, subject to annual renewal and payment of an annual fee at the rate of
USD 200 for handline fishing boats of 40 gross tonnage and below, and USD 600 for over 40 gross

Section 4. Vessel Monitoring Sys!em AII handlma fishing boats and compandnng carrier, boals shali be
equipped with and shall operate a two-way Automatic Location Communicatosin‘accordance fo FAO 241 Series
of 2012 on. Regulations in the Implementation of the Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) in the High Seas, CMM
2011-02 and CMM 2017-01. The FMC shall provide continucus real-time VMS information to the adjacent Coastal
States/Territories for monitoring purposes,. Access lu VMS ;and other data shall ba in mrdance with WCPFC
Rules and Procedures for the Protection, Access to and Dissemination of High Eeas. Non-Public Domain Data
and Information Compiled by WCPFC for. the. Purpose of Monitoring, Control and Suwelllanne (MDS) Activities
and Access to and Dissemination of High Seas VMS for Suentnﬁc Purposes..

Section 5. Reporting. -\_. '. i : T e \.,‘r e

| Section 6. Vessel Listing. The Buneau shall maintain an updated list of a\l handllne ﬂshlng boats apefaﬁng in
the high seas based on vessel's enlry and exit reports submitted 10'WCPEC. The list will be submitted to WCPFC

and will be made available to WCPFC bers and'other. d throug| website
Section 7. Monitoring of Port I.andlngs All landings of handnnu ﬁshmg boah nparatl g in the high'seas of

WCPFC Convention Area shall be made at" autharlzed poris operated by the Philippine Fisheries Dmtnpmnl
Autherity andior other ports as’approved by BFAR. Catch logsheet to include catch and effort data ‘shall.be
accomplished and submitted by each handline vessel to-the Bureau every mmlh 1o ensure hmsiy processing
and analysis.

Section 8. Effort Limit. In aocardancemh appllcable WCPFC CMM.

Section 10. Research. BFAR obsen
& sctentlﬁc studies in aid of fishery management

Section 11. Nature of Access RIghLAnytlanster ataums right or replacementot vessal a:vared h}y is. Dmer
shall be subjected to the prior approval of the Bureau and shall be based onthe sama umdvﬁons and criteria as
provided herein, otherwise the transfer, shalE be mnsadenedvmd 2 %

i

2)

Upon conviction by a court of law; |hs mma (3) hnghest officers of Ihe commerc
penalty of imprisonment of six (6) months and a fine equivalent to twice the amwnl of !
and confiscation of catch and qear.

3

4|

Section 13. Separability Clause. Jf-ihbs '_Order or any part Horaof et dscimailihtonasiiionsl 'oi'inv_alid.- the
remaining sections or provisions thereof which are not affected thereby shall continue to be in full force and_eﬂ_sa

Section 14. Repealing Clause. All em ing: administrative ‘order, rules’ and rugulabr.m:. ich are inoonslstent
with the provisions this Order \.r. hereh rapaaled or mod.tﬁed 2

Section 15, Effectivity. This Order sha!l take effect fifteen (15} days after |

general circulation and upon registration with th&Offue of the NationalAdi lstmtwa Regislry and shallibe
colerminous. wwlh CMM 2017-01: . ¢

Issued }bisfi“* day of July 2018 at _quezun City, Ma'&q'Mapiln.—Pmepinee.

EMMANUEL F. PINOL
Secreta

Re“ﬂﬂﬂf‘i‘dj.“tﬂﬂpﬂal‘
EDUQD%.KMGONA

Undarse:mldﬂ( of Fisheries, D L0000 3 ) e
Director, BFAR bR s 5 i

e) ' The handiine fishing boats shall be reglsterad with WCPFC; -

" 2) Fepun should be in the rollawing Iurmat' 'VIDIemvy or Exh

Section 9. Use of Fish Aggregadng Device (FAD). Each handlme fishing'| Dom ‘shall deploy netmnre than 2
FADs. Its design, deployment, repl scement, rapoﬂmg of FADs noanimates sha:u be in aocordanm with eadshng
policies.

| as required, the adm ini:

+ at second offense.

tonnage; b s i o

b). . The handline fishing boats must be compliant with Phlrppme Coast Guard and Maﬁhme Tnduslry
Aulhnnty (MARINA) rules and regu\atians

é) The handline fishing boats'must | be Catch Documenlery SchememmphanL

d) - The: handline fishing boats must not have involved in any adanslratwe or criminal offense *
for engaging in fishing activities in the- Convenuon Ama in \nulahon of any ‘conservation and
management measures aduptad by lha WCFFG 2

f) . The handiine fishing boats shall be equipped with twe-way Vessel Monftoring System:

@) Each handline fishing haa!shali commltw deploy no more than 2 FADs s e

h) ThA boat owner and three htghesl ranking ottir,ers of the: bqat musl hava attemfedﬂwonenlauon w
be conducted by the Bureau prior to, operahon

Procedura in the Allocation of FlsmngAccess G s

a]. Letter of Intent. All mlarasted ‘persons, curpurat: s.or entities shaII subrnl-l a fon‘nal Ie\tar of Intent
(LON) addressed to the Director of the, Bureau mdncahng the. handlmo (shtng bnat delauls such as
registered name, gross 1onnage and gear.

b) - Evaluation. Those who ‘nave submitted LOI will be avslualﬂd on mebascs of theurcumplianae tothe
'+ criteria and their history of fishing operations.. . .

1) Handhna fishing hoats carner vassa!s and f shlng mmpanies shsll muiy BF.AR Ihfough aladromc
or any ‘other means at least 24 hours prior to entry: and no more than 6 hours'prior to exiting,
the fishing ground. Likewise, this information shall be transmitted to the adjauum Conml Slataﬁl
Tarritories and WCPFC. Z]

3)  Handline fishing boats upuratlng n h:gh seas should report sighﬂrqsof any. ﬁshlng vusul to BFAR
and WCPFC Secretariat; Such information shall include vessel m;a. date, time. posiﬁon marxmgs
heading and speed.

shalt be

manually every six (6) hours after having been nonﬁed by BFAR FMC thatthe VMSALC is not’
fine shall be equiv lo five. hmes thevalue cau:h or !vnzma
amount indicated below, whlahever is higher. o

a)
b)

<) Two million five hund:ed ‘ou 2505 (Pz 500 000, 00) for

Pursuant to Section 89 of RA assa as amended by RA. 10654‘ violation’ afSeehon 5and 7, cases of
unreported fishing committed in waters beyond national jurisdiction or hsgh Seas, the owner, operatol and’ |
the three (3) highest officers of the commercial fishing vessel shall be penalized with an administrative fine
equivalent to five (5) hmes lha value of the catchor lhe amauntl ted: below, whmeveriohlgher'

a)  Two million peses (FZOUOUDDUD) to ma million pasm (PBDODDWOO for small-scale
commercial fishing;, - At \ |

b)
commercial ﬁsh:ng snd

c) . Sixteen million, peson (PtB DD&ODD 00) to Twenty mulwn Sl 00) 4]
commercial fishing vessels less than seven hundred fity (750) gross tons, and Twenty- ﬁvemﬂ‘ jon
pesos (P25,000,000.00) to Forty-five million: pesos (Nsmoooo ) for. scale. oommardﬂi
fishing vessels seven hundred fi rny (750}gmss tons or more. ¥

Deployment of FADs in excess of 2.as provided in Section 9 hereof sha!! be penalizedmlh wﬁnismxtrve
fine of Php 50,000.00 per excess FAD and mnﬁscatmn of the excess FAD.

Unaumonzed transfer of accessnghtm rsplacemenl of handlina fishing boata
hereof shall be penalized with Php 100,000. .00 at first offense, and: Php'ZODWOOOss’waII s mvm:ahnn
of Special Permit to opera!a in the high seas ufWCPFC Convenhon Neafor mesecond oﬂense‘

Fishing outside High Seas of WCPO Convention Area shall be pena'ﬁzud wn.hJ hp.100,000.00 forthe ﬁrs1
offense and Php 200,000.00 as well as revacation of Special Permit to operate in the high seas oi WCFFC
Convention Area at second offense. excapt in thppme waters when, lhori:.ed

Unloading in unauthorized parts and landmgs shall be penalized wrih Php 100 000! Dﬁatﬁmtnlfense. Php
200.000.00 as well as revocation of Specml Permit 1o operate in the high seas. ofwchc ConventionArea -

ubhrzhm in"any newspaper. of |

- MT-~July 30, 2018




Republic of the Philippines
Department of Agriculture

Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
PCA Compound, Elliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon City
Tel. No. 929 9597/ 929 5847 Telefax No. 929 8074

July 30,2018

Atty. Flordeliza C. Vargas-Trinidad a3
Director - R
Office of National Administrative Registrar Ll
Rm., 208, Bocobo Hall, University of the Philippines-Law Center
Diliman, Quezon City

Dear Atty. Vargas - Trinidad:

On behalf of the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR), [ am hereby filing
three (3) certified photocopies and an electronic copy of Fisheries Administrative
Orders No. 245-4 s. 2018 re: “Regulations and Implementing Guidelines on Group
Tuna Purse Seine Operations in High Seas Pocket Number 1 as a Special
Management Area”. and Fisheries Administrative Order No. 254 - 1 s, 2018 re:
“Regulating and Implementing Guideline on group Handline Fishing Operations
in the High Seas of the WCPFC Convention Area” , which was published on July 30,
2018 in Philippine Star and July 30, 2018 on Manila Times.

Please find the attached amount of P40.00 in cash payment for the filing fee.

~ Very truly yours, Z
P

FAEL V. RAMISCAL
Chief, Capture Fisheries Division




Republic of the Philippines
Department of Agriculture

National Fisheries and Aquatic Resources

Management Council (NFARMC)
., Elliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon City

NFARMC RESOLUTION No. 13
Series of 2018

RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING THE EXTENDED IMPLEMENTATION OF FISHERIES
ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NOS. 236, 254 AND 245-3 AND TO INCORPORATE

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

NECESSARY AMENDMENTS THERETO

the National Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Management Council (NFARMC)
is a multi-sectoral body composed of representatives from all major
stakeholders in Philippine fisheries and serves as an advisory and
recommendatory body to the Department of Agriculture (DA);

Section 72 (a) of the Implementing Rules and Regulations of R. A. No. 8550 or
The Philippine Fisheries Code, as amended by R. A. No. 10654, states that xxx
“NFARMC shall have the following functions: (a) assist in the formulation of
national policies for the protection, sustainable development and
management of fishery and aquatic resources xxx”;

the effectivity of the aforementioned Fisheries Administrative Orders have
already lapsed and requires the recommendation of the NFARMC for approval
of the Secretary of the Department of Agriculture in accordance with the last
paragraph of Section 61 of R. A. No. 8550 as amended by R. A. No. 10654 to
facilitate the extension of their implementation;

WHEREAS, the FAO 236, 254 and 245-3 should be aligned with the implementation of

Conservation Management Measure 2017-01 of the Western and Central
Pacific Fisheries Commission;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the implementation of Fisheries Administrative

RESOLVED,

Order Nos. 236, 254 and 245-3 be extended for another three (3) years until
February 10, 2021 taking into account the amendment in FAO 245-3 which
provides symmetrical net as additional option for net design and mesh size
requirement wherein the lower half of the ring net or purse seine should be
not less than 3.5 inches;

FURTHER, that copies of this resolution be furnished to the Office of the
Secretary of the Department of Agriculture, the Office of the Director of the
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources and other concerned offices; and




UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED during the second quarter meeting of the council on May 18,
2018 held at the Camp Holiday Resort and Recreation Center, Babak District,
Island Garden City of Samal.

Presiding Officer, NFARMC

(-Z"': £I = }O/Lfﬂ: e e s B
DR. YASMIN P. TIROL ROSANNA BERNADETTE B. CONTRERAS
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