A Republic of the Philippines
) Department of Agriculture
L m

e Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
) PCA Compound, Elliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon City
Tel. Nos. 929-95-97 - 929-80-74

FISHERIES ADMINISTRATIVE
ORDER NO. 245-4
Series of 2018

SUBJECT: REGULATIONS AND IMPLEMENTING GUIDELINES ON GROUP TUNA
PURSE SEINE OPERATIONS IN HIGH SEAS POCKET NUMBER 1 AS A
SPECIAL MANAGEMENT AREA.

WHEREAS, the Philippines signed the Convention on the Conservation and Management
of Highly Migratory Fish Stocks in the Western and Central Pacific Ocean and its Annexes
on September 5, 2000, which was subsequently ratified by the Senate on 2005;

WHEREAS, the Philippines is a member of the Regional Fisheries Management
Organization, the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC);

WHEREAS, in the 8% WCPFC Regular Session in March 2012, CMM 2011-01 for
Temporary Extension of CMM 2008-01 was adopted giving the Philippines limited access
to High Seas Pocket Number 1 (HSP-1) as a Special Management Area (SMA) and
incorporated in CMM 2012-01 and subsequent CMMs (2013-01, 2014-01, 2015-01 and
2016-01);

WHEREAS, in December 2017, the Commission adopted a new Conservation and
Management Measure (CMM 2017-01) for Bigeye, Yellowfin and Skipjack Tuna in the
Western and Central Pacific Ocean to provide a robust transitional management regime
that ensures the sustainability of Bigeye, Yellowfin and Skipjack Tuna stocks;

WHEREAS, CMM 2017-01 will create a bridge to the adoption of a harvest strategy for
Bigeye, Skipjack, and Yellowfin Tuna in accordance with the work plan and indicative
frames set out in the agreed work plan for adoption of harvest strategies under CMM
2014-06, which includes the development of management objectives and target
reference points, and the Commission shall work towards achieving and sustaining the
following :

1) Bigeye
Pending agreement on a target reference point the spawning biomass
depletion ratio (SB/SBr=o) is to be maintained at or above the average
(SB/SBr=0) for 2012-2015.

2) Skipjack
The spawning biomass of skipjack tuna is to be maintained on average at a
level consistent with the interim target reference point of 50% aof the

spawning biomass in the absence of fishing, adopted in accordance with CMM
2015-06.
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3)

Yellowfin

Pending agreement on a target reference point the spawning biomass
depletion ratio (SB/SBr=0) is to be maintained at or above the average
(SB/SBr=0) for 2012-2015.

WHEREAS, this policy is designed as a conservation measure primarily to reduce effort
in the Philippine waters where juvenile tunas are more likely to be found than in the High
Seas Pocket 1;

WHEREFORE, in view of these premises, the Department of Agriculture, through the
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) hereby promulgates the following
regulations and implementing guidelines.

Section 1. Definition of Terms. For purposes of this Order, the following terms as used
herein shall mean and shall be construed as follows:

1)

2)
3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

Automatic Location Communicator (ALC) or Mobile Tracking-Transceiver
Unit — a two-way automatic tracking device approved by the Bureau to be
installed on the fishing vessels that utilizes a satellite navigation and
communication system for the purpose of transmitting information
concerning the Philippines flagged fishing vessels’ positions, fishing activities,
and any other activity of the vessels as may be required.

Bureau/BFAR — Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources.

BFAR Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) — refers to the National Fisheries
Monitoring Center established and operated by the Bureau which is used to
track and monitor the position, time and course and speed of commercial
fishing vessels in the territorial waters, EEZ and the high seas for the purpose
of conservation and management of fisheries resources.

Commercial of Fishing Vessel/Gear License (CFVGL) — authorization granted
by BFAR to the fishing vessel operators to fish within commercial waters (>15
km from the shoreline) of the Philippines pursuant to Sec. 26 of R.A. 8550 as
amended by RA 10654.

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)} — an area beyond and adjacent to the
territorial sea of a country as defined under the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea and their respective existing laws.

FAD — Fish Aggregating Devices that shall include drifting logs, other drifting
objects and anchored FADs.

Fisheries Monitoring Center (FMC) — serves as a land base component for
fisheries monitoring control and surveillance which operates and maintains
the Vessel Monitoring System.
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8)

9)

10)

11)

12)
13)

14)

15)

16)

17)
18)

19)
20)

Fishing Vessel — any boat, ship or other watercraft equipped to be used for
taking of fishery species or aiding or assisting one (1) or more vessels in the
performance of any activity relating to fishing, including, but not limited to,
preservation, supply, storage, transportation and/or processing.

Group Seine — purse seine/ring net boats operating as a group, consisting of
a catcher boat and its support vessels, such as ice carrier boats, ranger and
light boats.

High Seas (HS) — the area beyond Philippine waters which does not belong to
the jurisdiction of any other State.

High Seas Fishing Day — this refers to the day when a fishing vessel sets its net
with an intention to fish.

HSP1 — High Seas Pocket 1 as referred to in CMM 2017-01.

International Fishing Permit (IFP) — authorization granted by BFAR to
licensed Philippine Flagged Vessels to Fish in waters of other Coastal States
and high seas where the Philippines has access agreements.

Purse Seine/Ring Net — a form of encircling net having a line at the bottom
passing through rings attached to the net, which can be drawn or pursed. In
general, the net is set from the boat or pair of boats around the school of fish.
The bottom of the net is pulled closed with the purse line. The net is then
pulled aboard the fishing boat or boats until the fish are concentrated in the
bunt or fish bag.

Regional Fisheries Observer — Personnel duly authorized by the
Commission’s Regional Observer Program to collect and record fisheries
scientific data on fishing activities and monitor/report vessel compliance on
the various CMMs by the Commission, other RFMOs and by the Bureau’s
compatible measures.

RFMOs — refers to the Regional Fisheries Management Organizations that
implements conservation and management measures on tuna such as I0TC
(Indian Ocean Tuna Commission), ICCAT (International Commission for the
Conservation of Atlantic Tuna), and WCPFC in which the Philippines is a
member, or the CCSBT (Commission on the Conservation of Southern Bluefin
Tuna) in which Philippines is cooperating non-member.

SMA — Special Management Area as referred in CMM 2017-01.

Special Fishing Permit for HSP1 — authorization granted by BFAR to the 36
Traditional group seine fishing vessels to conduct fishing operation in High
Seas Pocket 1 as Special Management Area.

WCPFC — Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission.

MARLIN — Electronic Logsheet terminal designed to record and transmit daily
logsheet data electronically.
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Section 2. Scope and Application

1)

2)

This Administrative Order covers the 36 Philippine registered traditional
group seine fishing vessels granted access to the HSP1-SMA, having gross
tonnage of not more than 250 GT issued with International Fishing Permits,
and listed in the WCPFC record of fishing vessels.

This Administrative Order applies only to HSP1-SMA, which is the area of the
high seas bounded by the EEZs of the Federated States of Micronesia to the
north and east, Republic of Palau to the west, Indonesia and Papua New
Guinea to the south with exact coordinates as used by WCPFC Vessel
Monitoring System.

Section 3. Allocation of Fishing Access

Fishing access to operate in HSP1-SMA is granted on the basis of compliance to the
following criteria:

1)

2)

3)
4)
5)

6)

7)
8)

9)

10)

The fishing operation involves traditional group seine fishing vessel of no
more than 250 gross tons;

The fishing vessel is Philippine-registered with valid Commercial Fishing
Vessel and Gear License (CFVGL), licensed with International Fishing Permit
and has paid a fee for a Special Permit to operate at HSP1 in the amount of
USD 2,000 for 2018 subject to annual renewal and additional incremental fee
of US100 annually thereafter until 2021;

The fishing vessel must be SOLAS compliant;
The fishing vessel must be Catch Documentary Scheme compliant;

The purse seine net shall have mesh size not less than 3.5 inches starting at
the mid body to the entire wing while ring net shall have mesh size not less
than 3.5 inches at both wings, and for purse seine or ring net with symmetrical
net design, the mesh size of the lower half of the net shall not be less than 3.5
inches;

The fishing vessel has not been convicted in any administrative or criminal
offenses for engaging in fishing activities in the Convention Area in violation
of any conservation and management measures adopted by the WCPFC;

The fishing vessel shall be registered with WCPFC;

The catcher fishing vessel and its supporting carriers shall be equipped with
two-way Vessel Monitoring System while all lightboats shall also be equipped
with at least a one-way Automatic Location Communicators;

Each group tuna purse seine/ring net operation shall avail of the services of
accredited Regional Observer preferably fishery graduates;

Each group tuna purse seine/ringnet operation shall commit to deploy no
more than 40 FADs per catcher vessel;
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11) The boat owner and three highest ranking officers of the boat must have
attended the orientation to be conducted by the Bureau prior to operation;
and

12) The catcher vessel listed to access the high seas shall not fish for tuna in
Philippine waters during the validity of their license in the high seas. However,
in the furtherance of national priority the Bureau may allow these vessels to
fish in designated areas. The Bureau shall issue a special approval for this
purpose.

All fishing vessels that have been qualified and granted special permits to operate in HSP1
shall retain their rights under FAO 245, 245-1,245-2 and 245-3 unless revoked or their
licenses and special permits have expired and not renewed.

Section 4. Observer Coverage. All catcher vessels operating HSP1-SMA shall have 100%
regional observer coverage in accordance to FAQO 240 Series of 2012 on Rules and
Regulations in the Implementation of Fisheries Observer Program in the High Seas, and
WCPFC Conservation and Management Measure (CMM) 2007-01 and CMM 2017-01.
Priority will be given to fisheries graduate in the deployment of Observers.

Section 5. Vessel Monitoring System. All catcher vessels and their corresponding
carrier vessels shall be equipped with and shall operate a two-way Automatic Location
Communicator in accordance to FAO 241 Series of 2012 on Regulations in the
Implementation of the Vessel Monitoring System (VMS} in the High Seas, CMM 2011-02 and
CMM 2017-01. Their corresponding lightboats shall also be equipped with at least one-
way Automatic Location Communicators. The FMC shall provide continuous real-time
VMS information to the adjacent Coastal States/Territories for monitoring purposes.
Access to VMS and other data related to HSP1-SMA shall be in accordance with WCPFC
Rules and Procedures for the Protection, Access to and Dissemination of High Seas Non-
Public Domain Data and Information Compiled by WCPFC for the Purpose of Monitoring,
Control and Surveillance (MCS) Activities and Access to and Dissemination of High Seas
VMS for Scientific Purposes.

Section 6. Reporting.

1) The vessels or the fishing company shall notify BFAR through electronic or
any other means at least 24 hours prior to entry and no more than 6 hours
prior to exiting the HSP1-SMA. Likewise, this information shall be transmitted
to the adjacent Coastal States/Territories and WCPFC.

2) The report should be in the following format: “VID/entry or Exit: Date/Time;
Lat/Long.”

3) The vessels operating in HSP1-SMA should report sightings of any fishing
vessel to the BFAR and WCPFC Secretariat. Such information shall include
vessel type, date, time, position, markings, heading and speed.
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Section 7. Vessel Listing. The Bureau shall maintain an updated list of all fishing vessels
operating in the HSP1-SMA based on the foregoing vessel’s entry and exit reports
submitted to WCPFC. The list will be submitted to WCPFC and will be made available to
WCPFC members and other concerned stakeholders through dedicated website,
www.bfar.da.gov.ph.

Section 8. Monitoring of Port Landings. All landings of vessels operating in HSP1-SMA
shall be done at the General Santos , Zamboanga Fishports and other Authorized Ports
operated by the Philippine Fisheries Development Authority. Catch Logsheet shall be
accomplished and submitted to the Bureau to insure that reliable catch by species are
collected for processing and analysis.

Section 9. Catch Limit. The annual total catch per vessel not exceeds an equivalent to
273 high seas fishing days in the HSP1-SMA (4,923 X 2 = 9,846 days, divided by 36).

Section 10. Net Mesh Size. All fishing vessels covered by this Order shall use net mesh
size of not less than 3.5 inches starting at the mid body to the entire wing for purse seine,
while mesh size of not less than 3.5 inches at both wings for ring net, and for purse seine
or ring net with symmetrical net design, the mesh size of the lower half of the net shall
not be less than 3.5 inches.

Section 11. Use of Fish Aggregating Device (FAD). Each group tuna purse seine/ring
net operation shall deploy not more than 40 FADs per catcher vessel. Location
coordinates of FADs should be submitted to the Bureau. In compliance with CMM 2017-

01, there shall be (3) months (July, August and September) prohibition of setting on FADs
for all purse seine vessels in HSP1-SMA.

Section 12. Nature of Access Right. Any transfer of access right or replacement of vessel
covered by this Order shall be subjected to the prior approval of the Bureau and shall be
based on the same conditions and criteria as provided herein, otherwise the transfer shall
be considered void.

Section 13. Penalties. Any violations of the provisions of this Fisheries Administrative
Order shall be penalized with the following fines and penalties:

1) Pursuant to Section 116 of R.A. 8550 as amended by R.A. 10654, violation of
the Observer Coverage required by Section 4 hereof shall be penalized with
an administrative fine of Five hundred thousand pesos (P500,000.00) and
forfeiture of the catch and gear;

Upon conviction by a court of law, the offender shall be punished with
imprisonment of one (1) month and one (1) day to six (6) months and fine of
twice the amount of the administrative fine, confiscation of catch and
suspension or cancelation of license.

2) Intentionally non-reporting of position manually every four hours after
having been notified by BFAR FMC that the VMS ALC is not transmitting as
required shall be penalized with an administrative fine on Php 500,000.00 for
the first offense, and Php 1,000,000.00 with revocation of Special Permit for
HSP1-SMA for the second offense;
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3) Pursuant to Section 89 of R.A. 8550 as amended by R.A. 10654, violation of

4)

5)

6)

7)

Section 6 and 8, cases of unreported fishing committed in waters beyond
national jurisdiction or high seas, the owner, operator, and the three (3)
highest officers of the commercial fishing vessel shall be penalized with an
administrative fine equivalent to five (5) times the value of the catch or the
amount indicated below, whichever is higher;

a) Two million pesos (P2,000,000.00) to Nine million pesos
(P9,000,000.00) for small-scale commercial fishing;

b) Ten million pesos (P10,000,000.00) to fifteen million pesos
(P15,000,000.00) for medium-scale commercial fishing; and

c) Sixteen million pesos (P16,000,000.00) to Twenty million pesos
(P20,000,000.00) for large-scale commercial fishing vessels less than
seven hundred fifty (750) gross tons, and Twenty-five million pesos
(P25,000,000.00) to Forty-five million pesos (P45,000,000.00) for large-
scale commercial fishing vessels seven hundred fifty (750) gross tons or
more. Upon conviction by a court of law, the three (3) highest officers of
the commercial fishing vessel shall suffer the penalty of imprisonment
of six (6) months and a fine of equivalent to twice the amount of the
administrative fine and confiscation of catch and gear.

Vessel exceeding HS fishing days as provided in Section 9 hereof, shall be liable to
pay Php 1,000,000.00 with revocation of all the Special Permit for HSP1-SMA
issued to the owner of the offending vessel;

Pursuant to Section 89 of R.A. 8550 as amended by R.A. 10654, non-compliance
with the prescribed mesh size under Section 10 hereof shall be penalized with an
administrative fine equivalent to three (3) times the value of the catch or the value
indicated below, whichever is higher;

a)  Fifty thousand pesos (P50,000.00) for small-scale commercial fishing;

b) One hundred thousand pesos (P100,000.00) for medium-scale
commercial fishing;

¢)  Two hundred thousand pesos (P200,000.00) for large-scale commercial
fishing. Upon conviction by a court of law, the offended, shall be
punished by imprisonment of six (6) months to two (2) years and a fine
equivalent to twice the administrative fine, and confiscation of catch and
gear.

Deployment of FADs in Excess of 40 as provided in Section 11 hereof shall be
penalized with administrative fine of Php 50,000.00 per excess FAD and
confiscation of the excess FAD;

Unauthorized transfer of access right or replacement of vessel as provided under
Section 12 hereof shall be penalized with Php 1,000,000.00 at first offense, Php
2,000,000.00 as well as revocation of Special Permit for HSP-1 SMA at second
offense.
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Section 14. Separability Clause. If any section or provision of Order or part thereof is
declared unconstitutional or invalid, the other sections or provisions thereof which are
not affected thereby shall continue to be in full force and effect.

Section 15. Repealing Clause. All existing administrative order, rules and regulations
which are inconsistent with the provisions this Order is hereby repealed or modified.

Section 16. Effectivity. This Order shall take effect fifteen (15} days after publication in
any newspaper of gene irculation and upon registration with the Office of the National
Administrative iSter and shall be deemed coterminous with CMM 2017-01 until 2021.

Issued thisBsthday of Y41 2018 at Quezon City, Metro Manila, Philippines.

DEPART ENT AOR%CULTUR‘E i
el AL it
SECFEtary J in regﬂying pls cite this code

For Signature: §-07-18-0193

Received - 07/11/2018 03:40 PM

Recommending Appyovai:

Director, BFAR
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Republic of the Philippines
Department of Agriculture

National Fisheries and Aquatic Resources

Management Council (NFARMC)
Elliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon City

NFARMC RESOLUTION No. 13
Series of 2018

RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING THE EXTENDED IMPLEMENTATION OF FISHERIES
ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NOS. 236, 254 AND 245-3 AND TO INCORPORATE

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

NECESSARY AMENDMENTS THERETO

the National Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Management Council (NFARMC)
is a multi-sectoral body composed of representatives from all major
stakeholders in Philippine fisheries and serves as an advisory and
recommendatory body to the Department of Agriculture (DA);

Section 72 (a) of the Implementing Rules and Regulations of R. A. No. 8550 or
The Philippine Fisheries Code, as amended by R. A. No. 10654, states that xxx
“NFARMC shall have the following functions: (a) assist in the formulation of
national policies for the protection, sustainable development and
management of fishery and aquatic resources xxx”;

the effectivity of the aforementioned Fisheries Administrative Orders have
already lapsed and requires the recommendation of the NFARMC for approval
of the Secretary of the Department of Agriculture in accordance with the last
paragraph of Section 61 of R. A. No. 8550 as amended by R. A. No. 10654 to
facilitate the extension of their implementation;

WHEREAS, the FAO 236, 254 and 245-3 should be aligned with the implementation of

Conservation Management Measure 2017-01 of the Western and Central
Pacific Fisheries Commission;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the implementation of Fisheries Administrative

RESOLVED,

Order Nos. 236, 254 and 245-3 be extended for another three (3) years until
February 10, 2021 taking into account the amendment in FAO 245-3 which
provides symmetrical net as additional option for net design and mesh size
requirement wherein the lower half of the ring net or purse seine should be
not less than 3.5 inches;

FURTHER, that copies of this resolution be furnished to the Office of the
Secretary of the Department of Agriculture, the Office of the Director of the
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources and other concerned offices; and




UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED during the second quarter meeting of the council on May 18,
2018 held at the Camp Holiday Resort and Recreation Center, Babak District,
Island Garden City of Samal.

Presiding Officer, NFARMC

it s vernns
DR. YASMIN P. TIROL
Academe
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FISHERIES ARMINISTRATIVE
ORBER W, 2484
Series of 20018

SUBIECT: RECHLATIONS AND BMPLEMENTING GUIDELINES 0N CROUP THRA
PURSE SEINE OPERATIONS IN HIGH SEAS POCKET NIMBER £AS 4
SPECIAL MANAGEMENT ABHA.

WHEREAS, the Philippines signed the Cosvention on the Cevservation andd Management
of Highly Migmtory Fish Srocks in the Westerh and Contral Pacilic Ovenn and it Asnexes
on Septembar 5, 2000, which was subsequently ratified by the Senate on 2065

WHEREAS, the Philipplnes Is & member of the Repleas! Pisheriss Mavagemont
Organization, the Western and Bentral Facific Fisheries Cormmission (ACPFCE

WHEREAS, in the &% WUPPC Regelar Session in Mapeh 2012, (MM 201101 for
Temporary Bxtension of MM 2088-01 was adopted ghving ehve Fhiilippines hiized access
o High Seas Pocket Number I (HSP-1) as a Special Managemen Area fanea) and
incorporated in VM 2012-00 amd subsaquent LM [2013-01, 201001, 2015-01 and
201601);

WHEREAS, i Decamber 2017, the Commission adepted 1 pew Conservation and
Manageweny Meaguve (CMM 2017-01) for Bigeye, Yeltawhin and Sopfack Tuna in the
Western and Central Faclfic Ocean to provide arobust trepsitional management reging
that engures the sustaisabilivy of Rigeye, Yellowfin and Skipjac Tana storks;

WHEREAS, (MM 2017-0T will create 2 bridge to the adeption of 3 harvest sirategy for
Bigeys, Skipfack, and Yellowlin Tuna in accordapte with the work play and indicative
frames sat out in the agreed work plan For adeption of harvest strateples under CMM
2044-06, which iscludes the development of management objectives and tatyel
refevence points, and the Conunission shall work towards sehieviag and sustaining the
fallowing :

1y Bigeye

Pending agreement on a Wrpet seferenee point the spawning biomass
depletlon ritin [SB/HReo) i W e maintained o of absave the average
{S8/SBrea) for 200 2-201 5,

2} Skipjack

Tlue spawiing biowass of skipjack tina is o be snadetaingd on average ala
lovel eonsistent with the interim target yeference pelet of H50% of the
spawning blomass i the absence of fishing, wdopted o acoovdance with CMM
201506,

2} Yellowlin

pending agreement on a tuget veference puint the spawaing biomass
depletion ratio {S8/58sq) i5 to be matntained at or avove the average
{88/5Br0) for 2032-2015,

WHEREAS, this palicy s desigred a3 3 conservation measuie privmrily to reduce efinrt
{1y the Bhilippine waters whers juvenfle tunas are more kel to be fruad than o e High
Seas Packet I;

WHEREPORE, in view of these premises, the Bepartment of Agraudture, throagh the
Surean of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (HFAR) heveby promdpates the Tollowing
regulations snd implementing guidelines.

Section 1. Definition of Terms. For purpases of this Order, the following terss as used
herein shall mean and shall ba construed as follows

1) Automatic Location Commupicater (ALC) or Mobile Fracddag-Transcoiver
fnit — a twosway autamatic tucking device appraved by ihe Buresa to be
installed on the Aelding vessels vhat wilizes o satedlite navigaton and
communication systemn for the purpose of tmpsmetiing infermation
comceratng e Philipploss Ragged Bsling vessels’ positions, fshing activities,
and any other activity of the vessels as may b wired,

73 Buress/BFAR — Bursau of Fisheries and Aquatic Roseu s,

3 BEAR Vessel Monitoring System [VMS) « rdess to the Hattonad Fisheries
Manitering Center estublished and sperated by the Bavenn whivh s used to
track and moniter the position, Gue and course and spesd of cormmereial
Hatrbng vissels b the territorial waters, EEZ and the high seas for the purpose
of conservation aud nmnogement of fisheriey tiviaress.

4} Comsercial of Fishing Vessel/Gear License (£FVGL) — auhorkeation graned
tsy BFAR to the fistdog vessel operitors by fish withis ermpzercial waters {(>15
T fron the shorelbed of the Philippines pussuant o Sec. 26 of RAHE50 as
amended by RA 10654, )

53 Exdusive Boonemic Zove JBEZ) - an arer beyond and adjaoet to the
territorial sea of 3 country as defined wider the Untred Nations Convention on
thie Laiy of the Sea and their y'{rﬁ;ﬁfsﬁﬁvé eisting laws.

6y FAR - Fish Aggregaiing Devices that shalt includs dnilting logs, other drifting
ohierts and anchored FAD:. :

7} Vhe Hshing vessel shall be pegistered with WCPFC;

8)  The catcher fishing vessel and its supporting carriers shall be equipped with

two-way Vessel Monitoring Systers whide all ghthoats shall alse be equipped
weith at least s one-way Assrenatic Location Communicators:

9} Eacgroup buna parse seine/ring net operation shall avafl of e services of
accredited Regional Observer preferably fishery graduates;

103 Bach grovp tuna purse seine/ringnet operation shall commit to deploy no
grore Hhan 40 FADSs per catcher vessel;

11} The boat owner and three highest rankiog officers of the boat must h‘a've
attended the orientation to be conducted by the Bureau prior to operation;
and

12} The catcher vessel listed to access the high seas shall not fish for tuna i
Philippine waters durfng the validity of thelrlicense 1 the high seas. However,
in the furtherance of national priovity the Bureats way altow thase vessels to
fish in designated areas, The Bureau shall issue a special approval for this
purpose.

Al fishing vesseds thut have been qualified and granted special perspits to operate in HEP1
shall retain thetr dghts wnder $40 245, 24512452 and 245-3 unless revoked or their
Hoenses and spectal persits have expired and not renewed,

Section 4, Dhserver Coverage, A} catcher vessets operating HSP1-SMA shall have 100%
vegiunal observer coverage in accordanee  FAD 240 Series of 2032 on Rules and
Regulations in the Implementation of Fisherles Observer Program in the High Seas, and
WEPHFC Conservadon and banagetent Measure {CMM)} 2007-01 and CMM 2017-01
Priority will be given to fisheries graduate in the deployment of Ohgervers.

Sueiton 5. Vessel Moniioring System. AN catcher vessels and thelr corresponding
carvier vassels shall be squipped with and shall eperate a Two-way Automatic Lomtion
Communicator In accordance to FAQ 241 Sertes of 2012 on Regulations in the
hnplenseniation of the Vessel Monitoring Spstem (VM5 in the High Seas, (MM 2011-02 and
MM 2017-01, Thelr corresponding lightbeats shall also be equipped with at keast one-
way Automatic Loration Communicators. The FMC shiall provide continuous real-time
VMS information to the adjacent Coastad Stares/Territories Jor monitoring purposes.
Access to VMS and other data related to HSPL-SMA shall be in accordance with WCPFT
Rubes and Procedures for the Protection, Access to and Dissemination of High Seas Non-
Pubtic Dorssin Data and Ioformation Complled by WCPEC for the Purposs of Monitoriog,
Control and Surveillance [MCS) Activities and Avcess to and Dissemination of High Seas
VS for Scientific Purposes.

Section 6. Reporting.

1) The vessels or the fishing company shall notify BFAR through electronie or
any other means at least 24 hours prior (o entry and 1o wore than 6 hours
prior to exiting the HEP 1-SMA. Likewiss, this information shall be transraitted
0 the adjacent Constal Sttes/Terrirories and WCPFC,

7} The report should be i the following format: "VID/entry or Exit: Date/Time;
fat/bong”

3)  The vessels operating in HSF1SMA should report sightings of any fishing
vessel to the BRAR and WOPPC Secreturiat, Such information shall indude
vessel type, date, tine, position, markings, heading and speed,

Section 7. Vessel Listing. The Bureau shall maintain an updated listof all fishing vessels
operating in the HSP1-SMA based on the foregeing vessel’s entry and exit reports
subumitted to WCRFC, The st will be submitted to WCPFC and will be made availanle to
WOPFC members and other concerned stakeholders through dedicated websiis,
wywbfardagevph,

Section 8, Monitoring of Pert Landings, Al landings of vessels operating in HSP1-5MA
shall be done af the General Santos , Zamboanga Fishports and ether Authorized Ports
aperated by the Philippine Fisherles Development Authority. Catch Logshest shall be
accompiished and submitted to the Bursau to insure that relizble catch by species are
gollected for processing and analysis.

Soction 9. Catch Eimit. The annual total cateh per vesse] not exceeds an equivalent i
27% high seas Tishing days in the HSP1-SMA (4,923 X 2 = 9,846 days, divided by 36},

Seetion 10, Net Mesk Size, Al fishing vessels covered by this Order shall uss net mesh
size of not less than 2.5 inches starting at the mid hody to the entire wing for purse seins,
while mesh size of not less than 3.5 inches atboth wisgs for ring net, and for purse seine
ar ring net with symmetrical net design, the mesh size of the Tower half of the ast ghatl
nob be tess than 3.5 inches,

Section 11, Use of ¥isk Appregating Device (FAD). Each group tuna purse seine/ring
pet aperation shall deploy not more than 40 FADs per catcher vessel. booation
coordinates of FADs shoudd be submitted to the Burean. in compliance with CMM 2037~
61, thereshall be (3) wonths {uly, Augustand Seprember] prohibition of setting an FADs
for afl purse seine vessels in HSPI-SMA.

Section 12, Nature of Access Right. Any transfer of access right or replacement of vessel
covered by this Order shall be subjected to the prioy approval of the Bureuu and shali be
based on the same conditlons and criters a8 provided herein, otherwiss the trassfer shall
be considered void.

Section 13, Penalties. Any vieiations of the provisions of this Fisheries Administrative
Order shall b penalized with the followlng fines and penaldes:

1) Pursuantio Section 116 of RA. 8550 as amended by R.A. 10654, vislation of
the Observer Coverage reauired by Section 4 hereof shall be nenallzed with

|



3} Excusive Economic Zoue (EEZ) -- an area beyoend and adjacent to the
territorial sea of a country as defined under the United Nations Conventlon on
the Law of the Sea and their respective existing laws,

6)  FAD - Fish Aggregating Devices that shall include drifting logs, other drifting
abjects and anchored FADs.

7}  Fishories Monitoring Jenter (FMCO) ~ serves as a land tase component for
fzs”hf:ricx monitoring control and surveillance which operates and malniaing
the Vussel Monitoring System.

8} [ishing Vessel — any boat, ship or other watercraft equipped to be used for
taking of fishery species or aiding or assisting one {1) or more vessels in e
performance of any activity relating to fishing, including, but not limited to,
preservation, supply, sterage. transpertation and Jor processing.

9)  Group Seine — purse seine/ring riet boats operating as & group, consisting of
a catcher boat and its support vessels, such as ice carrier boats, mnger and
light boats.

10} High Seas [HS) — the area beyond Philippine waters which does not belong to
the jurisdiction of any other State.

11) High Seas Fishing Day — this refers to the day when a fishing vessel sets ity net
with an intention to fish,

12) HSPL - High Seas Pocket 1 as referred to in CMM 2017-01.

13). International Fishing Permit {IFP} — anthorization granted by BFAR to
Heensed Philippine Flagped Vessels to Fish in waters of other Coastal States

and hiph seas where the Philippines has access agreements.

—

14) Purse Seine/Ring Net - a form of encircling net having a line at the bottom
prassing through rings attached to the net, which can be drawn or pursed. In
general, the net is set from the boat or pair of boats around the school of fish.
‘The bottom of the net is pulled closed with the purse Yine, The net is then
pulled aboard the fishing boat or hoats until the fish are concentrated in the
bunt or fish bag.

15

——

Regional  Fisheries Observer — Personnel duly authorized by the
Commission’s Regional Observer Program to collect and record fisheries
scientific data on fishing activities and monitor /report vessel compliance on
the vatious CMMs by the Commission, other RFMOs and by the Bureau's
compatible measurces.

16) RFMOs — refers o the Regional Fisheries Management Organizations that
implements conservation and management measwres on tuni such as 107C
(indian Ocean Tuna Commissien), ICCAT {International Cammission for the
Conservation of Atlantic Tena), and WCPEC in which the Philippines is a
member, or the CCSBT {Commission on the Conservation of Southern Bluefin
Tuna) inwhich Philippines is cooperating nor-member,

17} SMA ~— Special Management Area as referved in CMM 2017-01.

18) Spedal Fishing Permit for HSP1 — authorization granted by BFAR to the 36
Traditional group seine fishing vessels to eonduct fishing operation in High
Seas Pocket 1 as Special Management Area.

19} WOEPEC — Western and Contral Pasific Pisherios Goarmiasion,

20} MARLIN - Gloctronic bogsheot Lenminal designed to record and ransmit daily
. logsheet data electrunically.

Section 2. Scepe and Application

1) This Administrative Order covers the 36 Philippine registered traditional
group seine fishing vessels granted access to the HSP1-SMA, having gross
tannage of not more than 250 GT issued with hiternational Fishing Permits,
and listed in the WCFFC record of fishing vessels.

2}  This Administrative Order applics enly to HSPL-SMA, which is the area of the
high seas bounded by the EEZs of the Federated States of Micronesia to the
north and east, Republic of Palau to the west, indonesia and Papua New
Guinea to the south with exact coordinates as used by WUPFE Vessel
Monitaring Systam.

Section 3. Allocation of Fishing Access

Fishing access to operate in HSP1-SMA is granted an the basis of compliance to the
following criteria:

1}  The fishing operativn invelves traditional group selne fishing vessel of no
more than 250 pross tons;

2} The fishing vessel is Philippine-registered with valid Commercial Fishing
Vessel and Gear License (CFVGL], licensed with International Fishing Permit
and has paid a fee for a Special Permit to operate at HSP1 in the amount of
USH 2,000 for 2018 subject to annual renewal and additional incrementat fee
of US100 anmually theveafter uutil 2047;

3)  The fishing vessel mast be SCLAS compliant
4} The fishing vessel must be Catch Documentary Scheme compliant;

5} The purse seine net shall have mesh skze not less than 3.5 inches starting at
the mid body to the entive wing while ring net shall have mesh size not fess
than 3.5 inches at both wings, and for purse seine or ring net with symmetricat
net design, the mesh size of the lower hatf of the net shall not be loss than 3.5
inches;

6)  ‘The fishing vessel has not been convicted in any administrative or cvimipal
offenses for engaging in fishing activities in the Convention Area in violation
of any conservation and management measures adopted by the WCPFC;

Seetion 13. Penalties. Any violations of the provistans of this Pisherios Administrative

Order shall be penalized with tse following fines and penalties:
il (ofA SR TR 1 He £ 1}

1) Pursuant to Section 16 of R.A, 8550 as amended by R.A. 10654, violation of

the Observer Coverage raguired by Section 4 hereof shall be penalized with

an administrative fine of Five hundred thousand peses (P500,000.60) and
forfeiture of the catch and gear;

Upan conviction by a cowrt of law, the offender shall be punished with
imprisonment of one (1) month and one (1) day to six {6} months and fine of

twice the amount of the adiministrative fine, confiscation of catch and
suspension orancelation of llcense,

Z)  Intentonally roun-repurtiug of position manually every four hours after
having been notified by HFAR FMC that the VMS ALC is not. transmitting as
requlred shall be penalized with an administrative fine on Php 500,080.00 for
the first offense, and Php 1L,660,000.00 with revocation of Speciat Permit for
HSP1-SMA for the second offense;

3)  Pursuant to Section 89 of RA, 8550 as amended by KA. 10654, violation of
Section 6 and 9, cases of anreported fishing committed in waters beyond
national jurisdiction or high seas, the owner, operator, and the three (3}
highest officers of the commercial fishing vessel shall be penalized with an
administrative fine equivatent to five (5} times the value of the catch or the
amount indicated helow, whichever is higher;

4)  Twe wmillion pesos (PLO00000.00) to Nine million pesos
[P9,000,600.00) for small-scale commercial fishing

b)  Ten milion pesos (P1G,000,00000) to fifteen million pesos
{115,000,000.00) for medium-scale commercial fishing: and

¢} Sixteen nillion pesos (P16,000,000.00) to Twenty million pesos
(P20,000.000.00) for large-scale commersial fishing vessels less than
seven hundred fifty (750) gross tons, and Tweaty-five million pesos
(P25,000 H00.00) to Forty-five mitlion pesos (P45,000,000.00) for large-
scale commerclal fishing vessels seven hundred fifty (756} gross tons or
more. Upon conviction by a sourt of law, the three (3) highest officers of
the commercial fishing vessel shall suffer the penalty of imprisonment
of six {6) months and a fine of equivalent to twice the amount of the
administrative fime and confiscation of catch and gear,

4} Vessel exceeding HS fishing days as provided in Section 9 hereof, shall be liable to

pay Php 1,000,000,08 with revocation of all the Special Permit for HSP1-SMA
issued to the owner of the offending vessel;

5} Purseant to Secton 8% of RA. 8554 as amended by RA. 10654, non-compliance
with the prescribed mesh size under Section 10 hereof shail be penalized with an

administrative finc equivalent to three (3) times the value of the catch or the value
indicated below, whichever is higher;

a}  Fifty thousand pesos (P50,000.00) for small-scale commerclal ishing

b)  One buadred thousand pesos (P100,000.00) for medium-scale
commercial fshing

¢} Twohundred thousand pesos (P200,000.00) for large-scale commercial
fishing. Upon conviction by a court of law, the offended, shall be
punished by fmprisonment of six (6) months to two (2) years and a fine
equivalent to twice the administrative fioe, and confiscation of catch and
g(?u 14
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-

Deployment of FADs in Excess of 40 as provided in Section 11 hereof shall be

penalized with administrative fine of Php 50,000.00 per excess PAD and
confiscation of the excess FAKS,

i

-

Unauthortzed trapsfer of access right or replacement of vessel as provided under
Section 12 hereof shall be penalized with Php 1,000,000.00 at first offense, Php
2.{?{20.000.00 as well as revocation of Special Permit for HSP-1 SMA at second
cilense,

Section 14. Separahbility Clause, i any section or provision of Order or part thereof is
declared unconstitutional or invalid, the other sections ar provisions thereof which are
not affected thereby shail continue to be in full ferce and effect.

section 15, Repealing Clause. AL existing administrative order, rules and regulations
which are incensistent with the provisions this Order is hereby repeated or modified.

Section 16, Effectivity. This Order shall take effect filteen (15) days after publication in
any newspapet of genes abtirculation and upon registration with the Office of the National
Administrative ter and shall be deemed coterminous with CMM 201701 untit 2021,

lssued thises_ day of 4L 2018 at Quezon City, Metro Manila, Philippines.

£E A58 y
EMMANUERN, PINOL P R
Secretary ..f K m 3?3:1%’,‘3
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EplIARDO BGONGOT

Director, BFAR

2.5, July 30, 2018
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Republic of the Philippines

Department of Agriculture

Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Rusource

PCA compound, Ellitical Read, Diliman, Quezen City
Tel. Nos. 929-95-97 » 929-80-74

FISHERIES ADMINISTRATIVE
ORDER NO. 245-4
Series of 2018

SUBJECT: REGULATIONS AND IMPLEMENTING GUIDELINES ON GROUP TUNA PURSE
SEINE OPERATIONS IN HIGH SEAS POCKET NUMBER 1 AS A SPECIAL
MANAGEMENT AREA,

WHEREAS, the Philippines signed the Convention on the Conservation and Management of Highly
Migratory Fish Stocks in the Western and Central Pacific Ocean and its Annexes on September 5,
2000,'which was subsequently ratified by the Senate on 2005;

WHEREAS, the Philippines is a member of the Feegmnal Fisheries Management Organization, the
Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC);

WHEREAS, in the 8th WCPFC Regular Session in- March 2012, CMM 2011-01 for Temporary
Extension of CMM 2008-01 was adopted giving the Philippines limited access to High Seas Pocket
Number 1 (HSP-1) as a Special Management Area (SMA) and incorporated in CMM 2012-01 and
subsequent CMMs (2013-01, 2014-01, 2015-01 and 2015-01);

WHEREAS, in December 2017, the Commission adopted a new Conservation and Management
Measure (CMM 2017-01) for Bigeye, Yellowfin and Skipjack Tuna in the Western and Central Pacific
Ocean to provide a robust fransitional management regime that ensures the sustainability of Bigeye,
Yellowfin and Skipjack Tuna stocks;

WHEREAS, CMM 2017-01 will create a bridge to the adoption of a harvest strategy for Bigeye,
Skipjack. and Yellowfin Tuna in adcordance with the work plan and indicative frames set out in
the agreed work plan for adoption of harvest strategies under CMM 2014-06, which includes the
development of management objectives and target reference points, and the Commission shall work
towards achieving and sustaining the following:

1). Bigeye

Pending agreemant on a target point the ing biomass depletion ratio (SB/SB,, )
is to be maintained at or above the average (SB/SB,, ) for 2012-2015.

2) Skipjack

The spawning biomass of skipjack tuna is to be malntained on avérage at a level consistent
with the interim target reference point of 50% of the spawning biomass in the absence of fishing,
adopted in accordance with CMM 2015-06

3)  Yellowfin
Pending agreement on a target reference point the spawning biomass depletion ratio (SB/SB, )
is 1o be maintained at or above the average (SB/SB, ) for 2012-2015.

WHEREAS, this policy is designed as a conservation measure primarily 1o reduce effort in the
Philippine waters where juvenile tunas are more likely to be found than in the High Seas Pocket 1;

WHEREFORE, in view of these premises, the Department of Agriculture, through the Bureau
of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) hereby promulgates the following regulations and
implementing guidelines.

Section 1. Definition of Terms. For purposes of this Order. the following terms as used herein shall
mean and shall be construed as follows:

1) Automatic Location Communicator (ALC) or Mobile Tracking-Transceiver Unit - a two-
way automatic tracking device approved by the Bureau to be instalied on the fishing vessels
thal utilizes a satellite navigation and communication system for the purpose of transmitting
information concerning the Philippines flagged fishing vessels’ positions, fishing activities, and
any other activity of the vessels as may be required.

2)  Bureau/BFAR - Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources. B

3) BFAR Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) - refers to the National Fisheries Monitoring Center
eslablished and operated by the Bureau which is used to track and monitor the position, time and
course and speed of commercial fishing vessels in the territorial walers, EEZ and the high seas
for the purpose of conservation and management of fisheries resources.

4) Ci I of Fishing License (CFVGL) - authorization granted by BFAR to
. the fishing vessel cperalors to fish within commercial waters(>15 km from the shvmllne) of the
Philippines pursuant to Sec. 26 of R A. 8550 as amended by RA 10654,

5) Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) - an arez beylmd and adjacent to the lerritorial sea of a
country as defined under the United Naticrs Convention on the Law of the Sea and their
respective existing laws.

6) FAD - Fish Aggregating Devices that shall include drifting logs, other drifting objects and
anchored FADs.

7) Fisheries Monitoring Center (FMC) - serves as a land base component for fisheries monitoring
control and surveillance which operates and maintain the Vessel Monitoring System. .

8) Fishing Vessel - any beat, ship or other watercrafl equipped to be used for taking of fishery
species or aiding or assisting one (1) or more vessel in the performance of any activity relating
to fishing, including, but not limited to, preservation, supply, storage, transportation and/or
processing.

9) Group Seine - purse seinelring net boats operating as a group, consisting of a catcher boat and
its support vessels, such as ice camier boats, ranger a nd light boats.

10]

High Seas (HS) - the atea beyond Philippine waters which dces not belong to the jurisdiction of
any other State

"

High Seas Fishing Day - this refers to the day when a fishing vessel sets its net with an intention
to fish

12

HSP1 - High Seas Pocket 1 as referred te in CMM 2017-01.
13

International Fishing Permit (IFP) - authorization granted by BFAR to licensed Philippine
Flagged Vessels to Fish in waters cof other Coastal States and high seas where the Philippines
has access agreements.

14)

Purse Seine/Ring Net - a forn of encircling net having a line at the bottem passing through rings.
attached to the net. which can be drawn or pursed in general the net is set from the boat or pair
of boats around the school of fish. The bottom of the netis pulled closed with the purse line. The
net is then pulled aboard the fishing boat or boats until the fish are concentrated in the bunt or
fish bag.

15]

Regional Fisheries Observer - Personnel duly authorized by the -Commission's Regional
Observer Program to collect and record fisheries scientific data ot fishing activites and monitor/
report vessel compliance on the various GMMs by the Commission, other RFMOs and by the
Bureau's compatible measures. '

16) RFMOs - refers lo the Regicnal Fisheries O i that
conservation and management ‘measures on tuna such as IOTC (Indian Ocean Tuna
Commission), ICCAT (International Commissicn for the Conservation of Atlantic Tuna), and
WCPFC in which the Philippines is a member, or the CCSBT (Commission on the Conservation
of Southern Bluefin Tuna) in which Philippines is cooperating non-member.

17) SMA - Special Management Area as referred in CMM 2017-01.
18,

Spacial Fishing Permit for HSP1 - authorization granted by BFAR to the 36 Traditional group
seing fishing vessels to conduct fishing operation in High Seas Pocket 1 as Special Management
Area,

19) WCPFC - Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission.

20) MARLIN - Electronic Logsheet terminal designed to record and transmit dally logsheet data
electronically.

Section 2. Scope and Application

1) This Administrative Order covers the 36 Philippine registered traditional group seine fishing
vessels granted access to the HSP1-SMA, having gross tonnage of nol more than 250 GT
issued with International Fishing Permits, and listed in the WCPFC record of fishing vessels.

2}  This Administrative Order applies only to HSP1-SMA, which is the area of the high seas
bounded by the EEZs of the Federated States of Micronesia fo the north and east, Republic of
Palau to the west, Indonesia and Papua New Guinea to the south with exact coordinates as
used by WCPFC Vessel Monitoring System.

Section 3. Allocation of Fishing Access
Fishing access to operate in HSP1-SMAis granted on the basis of compliance to the following criteria:

1)  The fishing operation invelves traditonal group seine fishing vessel of no more than 250
gross lons;

2)  The fishing vesselis Phil with valid Co Fishing Vessel and Gear

" License (CFVGL), !-censed with International Fishing Permit and has paid a-fee for a

Special Permit to operate at HSP1 in the amount of USD 2,000 for 2018 subject to annual
renewal and additional incremental fee of US100 annually thereafter until 2021;

3)  The fishing vessel must be SOLAS compliant;
4)  The fishing vesse! must be Catch Documentary Scheme compliant:

5)  The purse seine net shall have mesh size not less than 3.5 inches starting at the mid body
to the entire wing while ring net shall have mesh size not less than 3.5 inches at both
wings, and for purse seine or ring net with symmetrical net design, the mesh size of the
lower half of the net shall not be less than 3.5 inches;

6) The fishing vessel has not been convicted in any administrative or criminal offenses for
engaging in fishing activities in the Convention Area in violation of any conservation and
managerment measures adopted by the WCPFC,

7)) The fishing vessel shall be registered with WCPFC;

8)  The calcher fishing vessel and its supporting carriers shall be equipped with two-way
Vessel Monitaring System while all lightboats shall also be equipped with at least a one~
way Autematic Location Communicators;

9)  Each group tuna purse seinefting net operation shall avail of the services of accredited
Regional Observer praferably fishery gradua(es‘ i

10) Each group tuna purse seinefringnet operation shall commit o deploy no more than 40
FADSs per catcher vessel;

1

The boal owner and three highest ranking ofﬁcers of the boat must have attended the
orientation to be conducted by the Bureau prior to operation; and

12) The catcher vessel listed lo access the high seas shall not fish for tuna in Phiippine
waters during the validity of their license in the high seas. However, in the furtherance
of national priority the Bureau may allow these vessels to fish in designated areas. The
Bureau shall issue a special approval fm‘ this purpose.

All ﬁshmg vessels thal have been qualified and granted special permits to operate in HSP1 shall
retain their rights under FAQ 245, 245-1,245-2 and 245-3 unless revoked or their licenses and special
permits have expired and not renewed.

Section 4. Observer Coverage. All catcher vessels operating HSP1-SMA shall have 100% regional
observer coverage in accordance to FAQ 240 Series of 2012 on Rules and Regulations in the
Implementation of Fisheries Observer Program in the High Seas, and WCPFC' Conservation and
Management Measure (ChMM) 2007-01 and CMM 2017-01. Priority will be given to fisheries graduate
in the deployment of Observers,

Section 5. Vessel Monitoring System. All catcher vessels and their. corresponding carrier vessels
shall be equipped with and shall operate a two-way Automatic Location Communicator in accordance
to FAQ 241 Series of 2012 on Regulations in the Implementation of the Vessel Monitoring System
(VMS) in the High Seas, CMM 2011-02'and CMM 2017-01. Their corresponding lightboats shall
also be equipped with at least one way Automatic Location Communicators. The FMC shall provide
continuous real-time VMS information to the adjacent Coastal StatesfTerritories for monitoring
purposes. Access to VIMS and other data related to HSP1-SMA shall be in accordance with WCPFC
Rules and Procedures for the Protection, Access to and Dissemination of High Seas Non Public
Demain Data and Information Compiled by WCPFC for the Purpose of Monitoring, Control and
Survelllance (MCS) Activilies and Access to and Dissemination of High Seas VMS for Scientific
Purposes.

Section 6. Reporting.

1) The vessels or the fishing company shall notify BFAR through electronic or any other *
means al least 24 hours prior 1o enny and no more than & hours prior to exiting the
* HSP1-SMA Likewise, this lion shall be itted to the adj Coastal States/
Territories and WCPFC.,

2} The report should be in the following format: “VID/entry or Exit: balemme: LatLong.”

3)  The vessels operaling in HSP1-SMA should report sightings. of any fishing vessal to the
BFAR and WCPFC Secretariat Such information shall include vessel type, date, time,
position, markings, heading and speed. f

Section 7. Vessel Listing, The Bureau shall maintain an updated list of all fishing vessels operating .
in the HSP1-5MA based on the foregoing vessel's entry and exit reports submitted to WCPFC, The
list will be submitted to WCPFC and will be made available to WCPFC members and other concemned
stakeholders through dedicated website,

Section 8. Monitoring of Port Landings. All landings of vessels operating in HSP1-SMA shall be
done at the General Santos , Zamboanga Fishports and other Authorized Ports operated by the
Philippine Fisheries Development Authority, Catch Logsheet shall be accomplished and submitied
to the Bureau to insure that reliable catch by species are collected for processing and analysis. |

Section 9. Catch Limit. The annual total catch per vessel not exceeds an equivalent to 273 high seas
fishing days in the HSP1-SMA (4,823 X 2 = 9,846 days, divided by 36).

Section 10. Net Mesh Size. Al fishing vessels covered by this Order shall use net mesh size of not
less than 3.5 inches slarting at the mid body to the entire wing for purse seine, while mesh size of not
less than 3.5 inches at both wings for ring net, and for purse seine or ring net with symmutnul net
design, the mesh size of the lower half of the net shall not be less than 3.5 inches.

Section 11. Use of Fish Aggregating Device (FAD). Each group tuna purse seine/ring net operation
shall deploy not-more than 40 FADs per calcher vessel, Localion coordinates of FADs should be -
submitted to the Bureau. In compliance with CMM 2017- 01, there shall be (3) months July, August
and September) prohibition of setting on FADs for all purse seine vessels in HSP1-SMA.

Section 12. Nature of Access Right. Any transfer of access right or replacement of vessel covered
by this Order shali be subjected to the prior approval of the Bureau and shall be based on the same
conditions and crileria as provided herein, otherwise the transfer shall be considered void.

Section 13. Penalties. Any violations of the provisions of this Flshenes Administrative Order shall be-
penalized with the following fines and penalties:

1) Pursuant to Section 116 of R.A. 8550 as amended by RA 108654, violation of the Gbserver' H
Coverage required by Section 4 hereof shall be penalized with an administrative fine nl Five
' hundred thousand pesos (P500,000.00) and forfeiture of the calch and gear;

Upon canviction by a court of law, the offender shall be punished with imprisonment of one (1)
maonth and one {1} day to six (6) months and fine of twice the amount of Ihe sdmsth‘a!hm fine,
confiscation of cateh and suspension or cancelation'of license.

2) Intentionally non-reporting of position manually every four hours after having been notified
by BFAR FMC that the VMS ALC is not transmitting as required shall be penalized with an
administrative fine on Php 500,000.00 for the first offense, and Php 1 ,000,000.00 with mncahon
of Sp=cial Permit for HSP1-SMA for the second offense;

3) Pursuant o Seclion 89 of RA 8550 as amended by RA 10654, violation of Section 6 and B, cases
of unreported fishing committed in waters beyond national jurisdiction or high seas, the owner,
operator, and the three (3) highest officers of the commercial fishing vessel shall be penalized
with an administrative fine equivalent to five (5) times the value of the catch or the amount
indicated below, whichever is higher;

a)  Two million pesos (P2,000,000.00) to Nine m|l|run pesos (P9,000,000.00) for small-scale
commercial rshmg‘

b)  Ten million pesos{P1 0,000,000.00) to fifteen million pesos (P1 5 000,000.00) for medium-
scale commercial fishing; and

€} Sixteen million peses (P16,000,000.00) to Twenty million pesos (P20,000,000.00) for
large-scale commerclal fishing vessels less than seven hundred fifty (750) gross tons, and.
Twenty-five million pesos (P25,000,000.00) to’ Forty-five million pesos (P45,000, DOO
for large scale commercial fishing vessels seven hundred fifty (750) gross tons or more.
Upon conviction by a court of law, the three (3) highest officers of the commercial
vessel shall suffer the penalty of imprisonment of six (6) months and a fine of equivalent
to twice the amount of the administrative fine and canﬁscetron of catch and gear. -

4)  Vessel exceeding HS ﬁshmg days as provided in Section 9 hereof, shall be liable to pay Php.
1.000,000.00 with revocation of all the Special Permit for HSP1-SMA issued to the owner of the
offendmg vesseal,

5)  Pursuant to Section 89 of RA 8550 as amended byR.A. 10654 non-ocmphanca wnh the
prescribed mesh size under Section 10 hereof shall be with a
equivalent to three (3) times the value of the ca‘ch or the value indicated beluw Mur.’wvar s
highar;

a)  Fifty thousand pesos (P50,000.00) for small-scale commercial fishing;
b}  One hundred thousand pesos (P100,000.00) for medium-scale commercial fishing;

¢} Two hundred thousand pesos (P200,000,00) for large-scale commercial fishing. Upon
conwiction by a court of law, the offended, shall be punished by imprisonment of six .
(8) months to two (2) years and a fine equivalent fo twice the administrative fine, and’
confiscation of catch and gear.

6} Deployment of FADs in Excess of 40 as provided in Section 11 hereof shall be penalized with
administrative fine of Php 50,000.00 per excess FAD and confiscation of the excess FAD;

7)  Unauthorized transfer of access right or -‘e;)rac&merﬁdfvessel as provided under Section 12
heraof shall be penalized with Php 1,000,000.00 at first offense, Php 2,000,000.00 as well as
revocation of Special Permit for HSP1- SMA&( second offense. =

Section 14. Separability Clause. If any sechon or provision of Order or part thereof is declared
unconstitutional or invalid, the other seclions or provisions: mereofvmnch are not affected ﬂ\efehyshd
continue to be in full force aﬁd effect

Section 15. Repealing Clause..All ex\sung administrative nrdar rules:and ragulalmns which are
inconsistant with the provisions this Order is hereby repealed or modified. &

Section 18. Effectivity. This Order shall take effect fifteen (15) days after pubﬁ-bon inany
n of general fon and upon regis with the Office of the National Mmmlswahve
Register and shall be deemed coterminous with MM 2017-01 until 2021,

Issued m‘;gﬁ‘ﬁ day of July 2018 at Quezon City, Metro Manila, Philippines.
e

EMMANUEL. F. PINOL

Secretar

Recummendmg Approval:
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Undersndrag?ﬁ of Fisheries, DA
Director BFAR

MT- July 30,2018
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Atty. Flordeliza C. Vargas-Trinidad & %,
Director N &
Office of National Administrative Registrar BY:.

Rm., 208, Bocobo Hall, University of the Philippines-Law Center
Diliman, Quezon City

Dear Atty. Vargas - Trinidad:

On behalf of the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR), | am hereby filing
three (3) certified photocopies and an electronic copy of Fisheries Administrative
Orders No. 245-4 s. 2018 re: “Regulations and Implementing Guidelines on Group
Tuna Purse Seine Operations in High Seas Pocket Number 1 as a Special
Management Area”. and Fisheries Administrative Order No. 254 - 1 s. 2018 re:
“Regulating and Implementing Guideline on group Handline Fishing Operations
in the High Seas of the WCPFC Convention Area” , which was published on July 30,
2018 in Philippine Star and July 30, 2018 on Manila Times.

Please find the attached amount of P40.00 in cash payment for the filing fee.

Ver y truly yours,

AEL V. RAMISCAL
Chief, Capture Fisheries Division



